
All regular meetings are 6:30 social time, 7:00 p.m. program at 
Olbrich Gardens Commons, 3330 Atwood Avenue, Madison, unless otherwise noted.

Wednesday, April 16, Chris Hansen, Great Garden Plants, 
Holland, MI.  Goosebumps—New Plants. We look for it every 

year and here it is, the new plants 
for 2014 talk. If you want to get 
excited about plants, no one gen-
erates enthusiasm like Chris. Af-
ter his talk you will want to run 
right out and find everything he 
talks about. Great Garden Plants 
was founded in 2007 by Mary 
Walters & Chris Hansen, indus-
try veterans with a broad range 

of experience in plant breeding and introduction. Come join Chris 
for a fast-paced look at the most exciting new perennials, shrubs, 
& groundcovers. You’ll see how Chris goes about visiting a wide 
variety of plant breeders, botanical gardens, backyard breeders, & 
universities in search of the next “Goosebump” plant for American 
gardeners. For more than 15 years, Chris has scoured the United 
States and Europe for the newest and best to introduce thru various 
online mail-order plant companies including Wayside Gardens and 
Terra-Nova Nursery. Chris guarantees “GOOSEBUMPS” as you 
enjoy a sneak preview of  tantalizing new plants for 2014.

Friday, May 16, 2014, Volunteer to help setup for the WHPS 
Plant Sale — contact Jeannette Golden at 608-767-3736, 
jgolden4142@gmail.com, Your help working at plant digs, 
transporting plants to the sale site, helping to set up for the sale 
and working the day of the sale will assure the continued success 
of this key WHPS event. Questions? Contact Overall Plant Sale 
Coordinator Corrie Norman at corrienorman1959@yahoo.com. 

Saturday, May 17, 2014, 9-Noon, WHPS Plant Sale at the West 
Madison Agricultural Research Station, 8502 Mineral Point Road 
Find great buys on hundreds of perennials for sun and shade, 
woody plants ranging from vines to shrubs to trees. And there 
are always a few interesting annuals, bulbs and other gardening 
surprises!

May 31, Song Sparrow Nursery Buying Opportunity! 9:00-11:30 
a.m. see page 2 for map, directions and more info.
Sunday, June 1, 2014, WHPS Buying Trip to Milwaukee Area 
(brochure mailed 4/1/14; emailed 4/2/14)

June 13-22, 2014, WHPS Tour of Northern England. Contact 
WHPS President Frank Greer at frgreer@sbcglobal.net, 608-233-
4686, for more information.

Monday, July 14, 2014, WHPS Tour of  Gardens in Windsor, 
more info in June newsletter
Monday, July 21, 2014, WHPS Tour of Gardens in Black Earth/
Mazomanie, more info in June newsletter

Thursday, July 31, Tour of Epic Grounds with Jeff Epping (for 
WHPS members only), more info in June newsletter
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Saturday, August 9, 2014, WHPS Trip to Chicago Botanic 
Garden (brochure mailed 4/1/14; emailed 4/2/14)

Wednesday, August 20, 2014, Member Potluck and Evening 
Walk Through Olbrich Gardens
Friday-Saturday-Sunday, September 12-14, 2014, WHPS Trip 
to Iowa (brochure mailed 4/1/14; emailed 4/2/14)

Wednesday, September 17, Pat Hayward, Executive Direc-
tor, Plant Select, Fort Collins, CO. The Plant Select Program. 
Sometimes Midwest gardeners can learn from 
processes and programs even if all of the plants 
produced aren’t necessarily hardy to their 
region. One of the largest complaints from 
gardeners today is failures in newly released 
plants due to lack of adequate trialing. Plant 
Select® is one of the most successful programs 
that selects and trials plants specific to the 
conditions of the region. It is a cooperative 
program administered by Denver Botanic Gardens and Colorado 
State University in concert with horticulturists and nurseries 
throughout the Rocky Mountain region and beyond. The purpose 
of Plant Select® is to seek out, identify and distribute the best 
plants for landscapes and gardens from the intermountain region 
to the high plains. Pat will talk about how a regional program 
works: how plants come to them, plant exploration, gardening 
challenges of the High Plains and how they work with them. 
They have some exciting things happening in 2014 -a new pink 
Penstemon x mexicali that was developed for them to raise funds 
for breast cancer research, a new collaboration with Audubon, 
and some new introductions both for 2014 and for 2015.

Sunday, September 21, WHPS Plant Exchange, 10:00 a.m.-
noon, Allen Centennial Garden. Bring a plant-get a plant! Set up 
your extra plants from 10:00-10:30 a.m. and then see what you 
can find to take home!

Wednesday, October 15,  Mike Kintgen, 
Senior Horticulturist, Denver Botanic 
Gardens, Denver, CO. Topic TBD. Joint 
meeting with the WI-IL Rock Garden Soci-
ety. Mike Kintgen oversees the Alpine Col-
lection and nine gardens including the Rock 
Alpine Garden, and South African Plaza. 
He began gardening at a young age with a 
specific interest in alpine and rock garden 
plants. Anything with chlorophyll attracts 

Continued on next page

https://www.facebook.com/WisHardyPlantSociety

If you haven’t Liked us on Facebook, you 
missed a lovely mid-winter meditation from 
member Joan Severa. To see the article,  visit 

the front page of our Website—and then “Like” us on Facebook!
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his attention but especially cushions and buns, along with the genera Eriogonum, Penstemon, Phlox, Saxifraga, Dianthus, Gentiana and 
Androsace. Travel opportunities since a young age have allowed him to observe alpines in Alaska, Hawaii, Argentina, Morocco, Spain, 
the Alps, and throughout the American West. He currently gardens in both Denver and Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The two different 
climates allow him to experiment with a wide range of plant material. Mike is a popular speaker in areas around Colorado on the topic 
of rock gardening, and botanic travel. He has lectured as far away as Sweden and Argentina on Denver Botanic Gardens and its current 
focus on steppe and high elevation floras found in semi-arid regions around the world.

Wednesday, November 19, Jeff Lowenfels, Author and garden columnist, Anchorage, Alaska, Teaming with Microbes. Jeff is the 
award winning author of Teaming with Microbes: The Organic Gardener’s Guide to the Soil Food Web, reviewed as one of the most 

important garden books written in the past 25 years “and perhaps ever.”  It has revolutionized garden-
ing for many of us and now he follows it with “Teaming with Nutrients.” Just as he demystified the soil 
food web in his ground-breaking first book, in this new work Jeff Lowenfels explains the basics of plant 
nutrition from an organic gardener’s perspective. Most gardeners realize that plants need to be fed but 
know little or nothing about the nature of the nutrients and the mechanisms involved. Jeff Lowenfels is 
one of America’s most engaging speakers. A trained lawyer with a bit of the Harvard Lampoon in him, 
he is not only engaging, but down right amusing and clever. Jeff is an international proponent of organ-
ics. Writing garden columns is Jeff’s religion. His weekly column has appeared in the Anchorage Daily 
News for over 37 years, never missing a single week, even for vacations.

Wednesday, December 10, 2014, WHPS Annual Meeting, Member Potpourri and Seed Exchange

Continued from previous page—WHPS UPCOMING EVENTS

Song Sparrow Nursery Buying Spree for WHPS Members
SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2014

Klehm’s Song Sparrow 
Perennial Farm,
13101 E. Rye Road 
Avalon, Wisconsin

BETWEEN 9:00-11:30 a.m. ONLY!
Check out the Song Sparrow Website, 

www.songsparrow.com, 
for a full catalog of their plants. 

(With only two and a half hours to shop, 
it pays to plan ahead!)

Dear WHPS Board and Members,

On behalf of 
Rotary Botani-
cal Gardens, I’d 
like to sincerely 
thank you for the 
generous 2014 
donation towards 

the grounds budget.  This support from the 
WHPS is much appreciated and will go to 
good use for our 25th Anniversary Year.  
Please make time to visit the gardens in 
2014 as we have lots of new displays, 
plantings and events.  I’m a proud mem-
ber of the WHPS and truly appreciate the 
consistent support that this group has pro-
vided for RBG and other gardens as well.

From Mark Dwyer, 
Director of Horticulture

Rotary Botanical Gardens
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Listen to what member Jane LaFlash has to say about volunteering—I remember when I first joined WHPS: For the whole first 
year I would walk into the meeting room, sit down, listen to the program, and walk out — never talking to anyone, never knowing 
anyone. I decided that was not acceptable to me and the next spring I volunteered for all four of the plant digs that were held. At 
each one I got to know our members by working side by side with them for a few hours. Talk to many of our long-time members and 
they will agree that that it’s one of the best ways to  get to know people in the organization and feel involved - by volunteering at the 
digs or sale, which is a social time in addition to working. So if you would like to get to know more people, feel more a part of the 
group, and learn more about plants in the process—volunteer!

Call for DIG HOSTS 
If you think you would be able to donate more than four flats of plants to the WHPS Plant Sale and would like to host a dig 
for the 2014 Plant Sale, please contact Linda Marx at ljmarx@chorus.net, 608-249-7717. You dig the plants—we provide the soil 
mix, pots and volunteers to pot up the plants and label. Win/win—your garden is thinned out and WHPS generates cash for dona-
tions. You can also contact Linda if you have some plants to dig up for the sale, but want to do it yourself without a dig. 

Volunteer for PLANT DIGS 
If you would like to volunteer at a plant dig, helping to pot up and label plants, please contact Linda Marx at the above email/
phone. Volunteer sign-up sheets will also be at the WHPS meeting April 16. 

Volunteer to Set Up the Day before the Sale, May 16 
We'll need help transporting plants to the sale site and then organizing the plants, pricing and placing them on the tables. Starting at 
11:00 a.m. May 16. Finishing 6:30 or 7:00 p.m. You really get a chance to know members, the plants, ask questions and see what's 
going to be sold the next day.

Volunteer to Work the Day of the Sale, May 17 
We'll need help checking in plants prior to checkout, 
help getting plants loaded into shopper’s vehicles, help 
as "experts" directing and guiding shoppers through the 
sale, and help cleaning up after the sale. Shifts available 
8:30-1:30 p.m. This is fun! Helping buyers get great 
plants for their garden and finding some new plants for 
your own garden. It's the fastest, most interesting and 
satisfying three hours you'll experience this spring. To 
volunteer the day before or day of the sale, contact 
Jeannette Golden at jgolden4142@gmail.com or call her 
at 238-4370. 

Donate Plants to the Sale! 
Once again this year we'd like all of our members to 
consider donating a special plant or two from your garden 
for our sale. If you are dividing a perennial you think we 
might not have seen at our sale before, please think about 
potting up a few for us to sell! Contact Corrie Nor-
man corrienorman1959@yahoo.com; 608-695-3886.
com so we can make sure we have time to make a 
plant sign for the sale.

VOLUNTEERS RECEIVE DISCOUNT 
COUPON TO REDEEM AT SALE.

This year, everyone who 
volunteers for the Plant Sale will 
receive coupon worth $5.00 toward 
your total sale purchase on the day 
of the Sale.

So sign up now to participate in our biggest event 
of the year. All proceeds are used to contribute to 
valued garden entities in the area and to help our 
members have access to plants that will expand 
and enhance their gardens.
See you on May 17, 9:00 a.m.-Noon at the 
WHPS PLANT SALE!
Questions? Contact Corrie Norman,  
corrienorman1959@yahoo.com; 608-695-3886. 

PLANT SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Get to know other members, learn about plants, have fun!
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•  Linda Brazill: I have damage on the south side of yews that are on 
the north side of my house. First time I've ever had that happen. Our 
rule of thumb is wait until the 4th of July and if a tree or shrub hasn't 
bounced back by then, then it probably is a goner.
•  Jeannette Golden: Out at my farm where it is quite exposed and 
always several degrees below Madison, I have always wrapped my 
yews and Alberta spruce in burlap, and they have always had either 
no winter damage, or very little. The other day I peeked at the Alberta 
spruce and it was brown on one side, and I peeked at the yews, which 
looked way  more brown than green. The stem tissue on the yews 
was still alive. I wrapped everything back up and now the question is, 
when to unwrap. July? On a more positive note, the first year rosettes 
of my Gilia (Ipomopsis) look nice and green.  I often lose lots of those 
over winter, so I'm taking this as a sign that the snow cover did help. 
•  Aleta Barmore: My “new” (3-year-old) upright yew trees on 
the west side plus our seven old ones that face south look dreadful, 
especially on that south side, despite aggressive watering in last fall.  
Arborvitae look OK, but they are old.  Let’s hope light pruning later 
this spring or summer after giving them a chance to recover will give 
them new life. Also, last year we lost two 35-year-old white pines – 
turned brown in one year, and I see many large red and white pines in 
our Middleton neighborhood dying from something. Is there a disease 
out there running rampant? 
• Conrad Wrezesinski: I have noticed desication on the leaves of 
holly (Ilex x 'Blue Boy’ and Ilex x 'Blue Princess’) above the snow 
line. At this point boxwood (Buxus microphylla ‘Koreana’) looks good.  
Rhododendron micranthum also has some leaf desiccation above the 
snow line. Rosa 'David Austin' (English rose) and Rosa 'Country Dancer’ 
will both need major pruning. Other winters Rosa 'Country Dancer’ 
needed very little pruning in the spring.
•  Jane LaFlash: Last week Jeff Epping and I were chatting about the 
browning conifers. He said his Chamaecyparis obtusa especially was 
brown above the snow line and green below. I bragged how mine looked 
great. I swear, that afternoon it turned brown!
•  Steve Lesch: However, it will probably recover. You might cover it 
with a bit of nursery fabric to prevent any further damage.
•  Eleanor Rodini: I walked around my garden today (3/27/14) and was 
pleasantly surprised by how little damage I saw – perhaps because I am 
in town. There was some damage to my arborvitae, but mostly to the 
ones farthest from the house. I can't tell whether they will recover or not. 
None of my taxus appear damaged.  Most of them are in shady locations. 
The holly that were above the snow line are completely brown and will 
probably have to be cut back, but those that were below look green. The 
rhododendrons are in their shrink-up mode, but will probably recover 
without too much damage, though they may not bloom. To my surprise, 
the various buxus seem to have survived with no damage.  When the 
snow is gone I will be able to judge what damage the rabbits have done.  
I certainly have seen the evidence of their presence on the snow.
•  Steve Lesch: Evergreen holly took a hit with even some of the stem 
tissue being damaged. Just wait and see as to what point the been 
healthy sturdy bud growth and prune to that location. Forget the not so 
great looking weak bud growth. Remember, one of the parents of Ilex 
x meserveaets is Ilex rugosa, a Zone 2 holly – of course it's covered by 
snow almost all winter as it is procumbent evergreen species. Have seen 
numerous large leaf rhododendrons with a large amount of foliar dam-
age, I don't think a lot of the old foliage will recover. I have not sliced 
open any buds to check on their health. Buxus have varied greatly in the 
amount of winter damage. So far, 'Chicagoland Green' seems to have 
suffered the least of the larger leafed cultivars. 
•  Cindy Hoffland: I may have lost a hemlock.  It started going brown 
about two weeks ago and I don’t see any green left on it. 
•  Frank Greer: Extensive winter burn damage to hemlocks and yews 
– never seen the likes of it in 35 years.  Holding my breath to see what 
happens to the deciduous woodies like Japanese maples, oak leaf hy-
drangeas and the like.

A conversation about our recent winter

•  Jane Gahlman: I have been noticing a lot of brownish evergreens 
(I think that's an oxymoron!) as I drive around the Madison and Sun 
Prairie areas. Most seem to be located on the south or southwest sides of 
houses or out in the open. Sometimes there will be one or more random 
brown trees in a long row of evergreens. I've seen lots of Dwarf Alberta 
Spruces, arborvitaes, yews, and even some junipers that are completely 
brown. Boxwood are also showing signs of winter burn and will need to 
be trimmed back. It is very distressing to see so many full-size ever-
greens that will perhaps need to be taken out. The winter of 2013-2014 
will go down in the record books as the never-ending winter of snow and 
cold and brown evergreens!
•  Steve Lesch: Jane Gahlman is indeed correct as this being one of the 
severest seasons for winter burn on conifers and broad-leaf evergreens. 
However, we have had worse winter burn seasons. Winter burn typically 
does not show itself until the chlorophyll begins to discolor – then we 
notice it. This is the reason that all of a sudden, winter burn is manifest-
ing itself. The actual damage begins to occur much earlier in the season 
– typically in January. The very cold temperatures, dehydrating low 
humidities, and bright sunlight combine to damage the cells and “cook” 
the moisture out of the foliage. Plants with waxier cuticles and more 
resistant epidermal cells have increased resistance to winter burn. What 
we are not seeing as we drive by the landscape is the potential damage 
to the dormant growth buds. While some of the most sensitive conifers 
and broad-leaf evergreens have their terminal buds severely damaged 
by winter burn, the lateral buds appear to be in good shape. Therefore, I 
think most of these will recover from lateral bud growth. 
Taxus (yew) on the other hand have been damaged a bit more severely. 
Some of these will need to regrow from deeper dormant growth buds. 
The winter was severe on the actual stem tissue. However, this varies 
widely, not only within the taxa, but also with its location. 
It's too early to learn what damage has been afflicted upon spring flower-
ing woody ornamentals. Cutting into flower buds on malus (crabapple), 
prunus (cherry), apricot, peach, plum, cercis (redbud), cornus and others 
revealed the flower buds to be healthy. I believe we should have a good 
colorful show this spring.
It is also a relief, however, when I was pruning fruit trees, Japanese 
maples and other maples from the orient, the sap is flowing, the buds 
are looking healthy and, in some maples from the orient, tasting great. 
Hamamelis, such as 'Arnold Promise', is also looking fine, with the 
flower buds just beginning to pop on March 19th – but the crinkled pet-
als were not yet dropping out. Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page—
A conversation about our recent winter
If we go into a dry spring and with rapidly warming temperatures, 
water the garden! Nature will 'tell' us what to save and what to toss. 
Please don't slash the garden before what is truly manifested as being 
required. Give nature a chance to rectify its harshness. 
•  John Cannon: Other than seeing the brown evergreens that others 
are commenting on, I have noticed some pruning damage (most 
likely by rabbits) on deciduous shrubs like berberis, fothergilla, and 
panicle hydrangeas that were exposed above the snowline. On a 
positive note, the Narcissus foliage is breaking ground where the ice 
has melted, and the galanthus are up and should open with the warm-
ing temperatures later this week.
•  Karen Watson-Newlin: So I am a little confused by Steve's com-
ments. I have three Alberta Spruce that are on the north side next 
to the house that are very brown. Do I trim them or replace them? 
My Chamaecyparis nootkatensis ‘Green Arrow’ on the south side 
has lots of brown needles but also some green so I am hoping it will 
recover. We still have snow on the ground and everything is still 
frozen. Another sad note – we lost all of our large koi (7), even with 
the pond heater. Some smaller fish survived. I have noticed totally 
brown evergreens in neighbors' yards that are fairly new plantings. I 
am suspecting that these trees did not receive enough water the last 
two summers and the winter did them in.
•  Ed Lyon: Steve and Jane are right; this is one of the worst years I 
remember for conifer burn as well. We aren't at our worst yet; there 
was one year entire hedges of mature arborvitae were burned to their 
death. But we aren't done yet either. Steve's assessment of when it 
started is right; I would like to add that just because temperatures are 
warming up doesn't mean the progressive browning will automati-
cally stop either. Deciduous trees drop foliage to retain water in 
winter (no or little transpiration). Conifers have leaves – albeit modi-
fied – and continue to transpire, losing essential moisture with roots 
too frozen to replace the water. Spring breezes and dry conditions 
will keep these plants drying and losing water; there's nothing you 
can do at this point and they won't be able to take up water until all 
frost is gone AND soil temps warm up to temps where the roots can 
become active – not just thawed soils, but warm soils. So our poor 
conifers have a haul ahead of them yet. Yews have been hard hit and 
hemlocks are especially bad; I have a small one I know for sure is 
dead. DO NOT go pruning or shearing away on them yet. Especially 
an Alberta with very little to shear into – you will go back too far 
and cut out living tissue if it exists. Everyone wants to jump into gar-
dening too early – it is too early to make those judgment calls, unless 
entire branches are brown, there is no living green tissue when you 
scratch the exterior bark, or there isn't any green whatsoever – you 
won't bring back the dead. But many of these plants, as Steve noted, 
will still flush green new buds through the brown – it will not be 
pretty for a while! Most burn I have seen is still superficial AT THIS 
POINT. Like I said, I expect to see continued issues until soils thaw 
and warm. So Karen, leave your conifers be for the time being unless 
you can determine absolutely that all or part is dead at this point. It's 
an interesting year when a Chamaecyparis obtusa in my yard should 
have been the conifer to burn to a crisp is the greenest because it was 
entirely under snow!
On Japanese maples. I love them too much and have too many, so I 
watch their buds as Steve does through the winter. However, don't 
think that the advent of spring means we are good to go. I have 
found in recent years it is not the winter cold that has been killing 
them, but rather widely fluctuating temperatures in spring. I have 
checked maples all winter only to see the buds "blast" in April. Dr. 
Pellett at the MLA did a study and maples hate spring temperature 
ping pongs. When we warm up dramatically in the day, like 60 and 
over, and drop back to below freezing at night, it literally "blasts" 
cambium cells. So a tree that survived all winter suddenly starts 
dying in April – most people think winter cold killed them, but if 
they had been checking all winter, they would discover the damage 
actually came after winter's end. Most maples I have examined in 

recent years that died was due to our unusual spring temperature extremes, 
not winter cold. AND THEN we have to deal with late frosts. Maples flush 
foliage early (and where does everyone put them for protection? East and 
south sides of homes that warm up quicker). A Japanese maple will survive 
losing its first flush of foliage, but if the secondary flush gets hit, then the 
tree is toast. So I never feel I have any "guarantees" on my maples until 
June! Late May frosts can devastate then still.
Soon soils will start thawing, and many people will see perennial dam-
age. If you don't have deep, compost rich soils, your perennials will have 
shallow roots that will break apart with alternating heaving and thawing, 
which we should have in abundance this year. I am so thankful that I made 
the effort to add 4" of new compost AND a thick protective layer of leaf 
cover last fall, but I still expect losses of non-native plants with shallower 
root systems. Last year was hard on tricyrti; I expect them to suffer greatly 
in this winter. But, as Steve said, you can get overly anxious – even with 
some bulb emergence, our soils have a long way to go to thaw, and I prefer 
to see it a slower than fast process. Warming up now too fast will create a 
whole new set of issues!
Remember – Wisconsin HARDY Plant Society might be more in reference 
to gardener than plant!  This winter could make us all see just how tough 
we are!
•  Steve Lesch: SO true. Remember the spring of 2012??? It killed the 
fruit set on most orchard trees. My brother's orchard near West Bend, WI 
had only a few pears. Basically, no apples, peaches, apricots, tart & sweet 
cherries, plums, cherry-plums, etc. Both of us feel, at this time, they are all 
looking great. However, even with the incredible record breaking high tem-
peratures in March 2012 and following by very cold freezing temperatures, 
the Maples from the Orient performed much better than nearly anyone 
anticipated. I think the biggest issue here is Location, Location and when in 
doubt, think about its Location. 
•  Mark Dwyer: It could have been worse. Get over it and look at it as 
Mother Nature reminding us about the vagaries of the climate in which 
we’ve chosen to live and garden. This will be the opportunity to buy (and 
sell) more plants.  What a severe yet master artist old Winter is.... No 
longer the canvas and the pigments, but the marble and the chisel. – John 
Burroughs

Continued on next page
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•  Linda Marx: What happened this winter? Due 
to extended home-bound days, I had opportunities 
galore to plan my garden, hire a service to trim the 
cottonwood, research plants hardy to zone 4, (I'm 
not believing that new-fangled USDA hardiness 
zone chart—in spite of being a true believer two 
years ago), stay limber and maintain muscle tone 
developed over last year's gardening season. What 
happened? I'm saggy, stiff and wondering what's 
going to replace the several fabulous (now brown) 
chamaecyparis.  And what to do with that bag of 
bulbs not planted. I was going to get them in during 
the usual January thaw...right! And that's that sad list 
from my gardener focus...other aspects of my life are 
equally bereft of accomplishments. Nothin' to show. 
No projects completed, nothing crossed off the list. 
Nothin'. Brutal winter. But as the sun is higher in 
the sky and the birds chirp, I feel as if I can make up 
three months of hibernation in a few days.  Watch 
out, I've got some catching up to do—just as soon as I 
play another game of Candy Crush.
•  Wendy Adams: I’m just happy to be able to see 
some bare ground! NO bulbs coming up yet. Today 
(3/27/14), however, I did get impatient enough to remove some leaf 
cover from some hellebores and saw GLORIOUS new growth. Rejoice! 
Like everyone, I see quite a lot of brown on the evergreens. I’m hoping 
the Blue Prince Holly will have enough growth to fertilize the Blue Prin-
cesses, which have also lost more leaves than I’ve yet seen over a winter. 
I have two new Green Mountain boxwoods that have extensive browning 
in the center; they will survive, but I’m wondering if they’ll recover their 
shape.  And today I saw fresh new cuts into the wood of my new oak leaf 
hydrangea and plethora made by that great bane of gardeners – bunnies. 
They have clearly managed to make it through the harsh winter, leaving 
lots of little turds under the bird feeders, so I  have sprayed the shrubs 
with liquid fence for the first time this year.
•  Stephanie O’Neal: I have a very brown looking top two-thirds of a 
Picea orientalis, but it is still has some green under the brown, so I'm 
somewhat hopeful, but it will look awful for quite a while. As for bunnies 
– my Kerria japonica in the back garden has been eaten down to about 
3-5 inches (a formerly three-foot-tall clump!), and below the shrub it 
looks like an entire mulch-size bag of rabbit droppings has been dumped 
there – it's been their go-to spot for lunch all winter. Luckily, the kerria 
will come back. (Better to eat that than other things in the garden.) 
•  Barb Herreid (Nekoosa): We still have quite a bit of snow left here in 
central Wisconsin, so it's been difficult to thoroughly assess the dam-
age. I think I lost my 'Rainbow's End' Alberta Spruce, and I've had it 
since the first WHPS trip to Gee Farms some 15 years ago. We've had 
plenty of snow cover since November with no thaws, so almost all of my 
dwarf and miniature conifers were protected through the really severe 
temperatures and look quite good. No bulbs have started to peak through 
the ground yet (end of March) so I'm disappointed that my very reliable 
galanthus has not made an appearance yet.  There have been many pre-
dictions that the ice on the lake may still be with us for the opening day 
of fishing season – I sure hope not!  
•  David Nedveck, The Flower Factory: Compared to some recent 
winters, this has been relatively benign  for Hardy Perennials. The snows 
came early and were of a light and fluffy consistency; all good things in 
terms of insulating the ground from extreme fluctuations in temperature. 
The other notable difference was that we didn't have our "usual" inch of 
rain in January. In past years the sheet of ice formed by this late winter 
rain caused many evergreen perennials to become asphyxiated by the 
lack of air exchange. The constant, below freezing temperatures caused 
the ponds to become locked up tight this year, however, and I expect 
fish-kill in ponds will greatly exceed other years, in large part due to 
the complete sealing of the edges of the ponds. Our 30-foot tulip tree 

will probably "die" for the 3rd time this year.  It has resurrected itself 
in the past and last year sported vestigial tufts of leaves. I would've 
cut it down by now but it looks so decorative with its bare branches 
lined with birds waiting their turn at the bird feeder. With the warming 
temperatures next week, I expect an avalanche of green to envelope 
the landscape.  The sudden greening of our world will no doubt cause 
a recurrence of the annual amnesia that obliterates winter's travails and 
allows us to stay rooted in the Wisconsin we call home. 
Happy Spring. 

Continued from previous page—
A conversation about our recent winter
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Late Winter now, not yet early Spring. Gardeners are 
mulling over seed and plant catalogs, gardening books, 
designing and improving vegetable plots, and decid-
ing what to plant when frost finally leaves the ground. 
The Sochi Winter Olympics report “warmer than usual” 
weather creating difficult, hazardous, and in some cases 
near-impossible conditions for skiing. The weather, they 
say, is “weird” and yet the U.S. news media seemingly 
(perhaps intentionally) refuse to make the correlation, 
that is, the obvious connection with climate change: now 
here’s a “why” when it seems like such a real opportu-
nity. 
Am I more aware, at times disturbingly so, of this fact 
because of my connection with the earth from an early 
age? My grandmother, Maria Volpe, was a gardener who 
emigrated from Italy to Philadelphia in early 1900. She 

and Grandpop, Giuseppe, 
had one ongoing argument: 
the boundary line of her 
Zone 6 flower gardens and 
Grandpop’s prolific veg-
etable garden.  They were 
always encroaching on 
each other’s plots.  Hav-
ing worked in quarries in 
the Abruzzo region east of 
Rome, he was a big man 
with massive hands. I was 
one of five children.  We 
visited their magical gardens 
often – full of scent and 
things to eat just for the 

plucking. We knew never to use his carefully whittled 
tomato stakes in our play though they made perfect 
“spears”. These were his pride, very deliberately placed 
in a protected spot against the garden shed that he constructed.
Fascinated with this small house, I often ventured in to wonder. 
He rescued a fine small mirror from the street rubbish and placed 
it over his large oak barrel that was usually filled with water. To-
day it would be called a “rain barrel.” To Grandpop, it was used 
for watering plants but also for shaving in front of the mirror as 
he rarely entered the house when the sun was up.  He had pierced 
ears from his sheepherding days as a young boy. He liked taking 
long pine needles sticking them out of the pierced holes and scar-
ing us by making weird sounds and chasing us through tomato 
plants that grew up to 10’ tall. He taught me the naturalist way 
– by observation – as he was a quiet man.  Anytime of the year, 
he could look at the sun and tell me almost precisely the time of 
day. Around early afternoon, Grandmom called him in the house 
to eat and then he would return to his grapevines, his tomatoes, 
his garden.
Why did he garden so much of time? Why did Grandmom garden 
when she wasn’t cooking their bounty? She never ordered seeds 
or looked at catalogs. I still see her large tomato seeds drying 
on a small bit of cloth on the window sills. I recall well at 14 or 
15 when she showed me the broken wing of a sparrow that had 
been caught by the neighboring cat. She instructed me how to kill 
it swiftly with my sharp shovel. I protested. I can still hear the 
sound of the neck bone breaking when I hit it with my shovel. It 
was a lesson learned – no fuss, a simple task of the circle of life. 
Grandmom was like that and lived to 103. She was my mentor 
and is sometimes with me in the gardens where I work.  
It seems that gardeners have eternal optimism. Thoreau: Though 
I do not believe that a plant will spring up where no seed has 

been, I have great faith in a seed. Convince me that you have a 
seed there and I am prepared to expect wonders. It seems to me 
that the gods of the garden are always on the gardener’s side, so 
long as he/she pays obeisance to them. Fortune comes to those 
who worship in the green world. It must be instinct that moves 
a gardener to select a particular spot in which to plant. Is it the 
gardener’s instinct that the gods direct? And if, occasionally, the 
chosen place does not work for the selected plant, well, some-
times the magic simply will not work!
2014. So many confusing acronyms for so many disorders! I 
feel fortunate to have lived much of my life paying heed and 
respect to the natural world, rather in awe of it, recognizing 
myself as part of the whole. I doubt it is ADD, ADHD, OCD 
that we lack but instead NDD: nature deficit disorder. Like 
Joni Mitchell quipped, we’ve got to get back to the garden. To 
paraphrase Piet Oudolf, all of us have embedded within a long-
ing for nature. For thousands of years, we were outside learning 
to navigate through fields and forests. We knew instinctively 
(there it is again, instinct!) what to be afraid of and what to be 
attracted to for healing, survival, sustenance. No longer able 
to recognize these cues must have catastrophic consequences.  
Weird weather? I think not…we need only to be mindful and 
pay attention to the world around us in order to learn how to 
live responsibly and respectfully on this truly awesome planet.        
I garden regularly with my small, skilled crew. I design and in-
stall landscapes while encouraging the use of native plants for 
greater biodiversity. My company is Turtle Island Landscapes, 
a term coined by Native Americans in the native creation story. 
    — Mena Cimino

Why do we garden?
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2014 Calendar of Gardening Events
April, 5, 12, 19 & 26, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens Compost Sale, 8:00 a.m.-Noon, 
Janesville, http://rotarybotanicalgardens.
org 
April 10, Leaf Mulch Sale begins at 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens, $6.50/bag or 
$40/scoop, plus tax, http://www.olbrich.
org/events/leafmulch.cfm
Thursday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. All About 
Herbs Lecture Series 2014 – Herbal 
Wellness for Vibrant Skin, Jane Hawley 
Stevens, Owner, Four Elements Herb-
als (New Freedom, WI). The Pavilion, 
Ozaukee County Fairgrounds, Cedarburg, 
$8.00, no pre-registration required, re-
freshments served. Sponsored by the Herb 
Society of America, Wisconsin Unit and 
Ozaukee Master Gardeners.
April 14, Noon – An invitation from 
the Olbrich Garden Club – Freiburg, 
Germany: Is Madison’s Sister City 
the Greenest City in the World?  The 
speaker will be John Reindl, the first Dane 
County recycling manager and former 
state recycling coordinator for the DNR, 
who has also served on the Wisconsin 
Council on recycling and other state 
committees. He spent several weeks in 
Freiburg in 2010, and will report on his 
experiences in this model city for environ-
mental sustainability. Guests are welcome 
at the luncheons, which are held the 
second Monday of every month, except 
January. The club’s mission is to support 
Olbrich Gardens and to promote education 
and the appreciation of gardening, nature, 
and the preservation of the environment. 
Scholarships are awarded each year from 
club funds invested in the Wisconsin Gar-
den Club Federation. The Olbrich Garden 
Club has a proud heritage, having been 
organized in 1962 as the Garden Center 
Club, with the primary goal of promoting 
the construction of the first building at Ol-
brich. The Atrium was finally built in 1978 
after the club’s 16 years of political and 
community advocacy and substantial fun-
draising for the project. Mayor Paul Soglin 
was the main speaker for the 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration in 2012, and was awarded 
an honorary membership in recognition 
for his early support and allocation of the 
first city funding for the building project.  
Please join us! For more information or to 
request a membership application, contact 
Virginia Farwell Zwickey at 231-1632 
or vmzwickey@yahoo.com. RSVPs are 
preferred for the meetings. 
Wednesday, April 16, WHPS Program: 
Goosebumps – New Plants, 6:30 p.m. 
social, 7:00 p.m. program.
Saturday, April 19, Dane County Farm-
ers Market first outdoor market, Capitol 
Square, 6:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

April 19-September 28, Heritage Flow-
er Farm OPEN Tuesdays through Satur-
days 9-5, Sundays 10-5. Heritage Flower 
Farm  33725 County Road L (Janesville 
Dr.), SE of Mukwonago 53149, 262-662-
0804  badelman@wi.rr.com
Wednesday, April 23, UW-Madison 
Arboretum Garden Tour – Native Plant 
Garden: Early Signs of Spring, 7:00-
8:30 p.m. As trees and shrubs begin to 
leaf out, Dutchman’s-breeches, anemones 
and rue-anemones might be blooming in 
the woodland gardens. In our prairie gar-
dens, we may find Pasque flower, prairie 
smoke, and bird’s-foot violet. http://uwar-
boretum.org/events/
Friday, April 25, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens 25th Anniversary Free Day, 
Janesville. 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Sunday, April 27, UW-Madison Arbo-
retum Walk: Woodland Wildflowers, 
1:00-2:30 p.m., http://uwarboretum.org/
events/
Wednesday, April 30, UW-Madison Ar-
boretum Garden Tour – Longenecker 
Horticultural Gardens Tour: Early 

Spring Flowering Woody Ornamentals, 
7:00-8:30 p.m. This tour, led by Professor 
Emeritus of horticulture and garden curator 
Ed Hasselkus, will include the yellow and 
Little Girl Series magnolias, early lilacs 
and rhododendrons, and other spring flow-
ering plants. 
http://uwarboretum.org/events/
Thursday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. All About 
Herbs Lecture Series 2014 – Ooh-la-
la! How to Grow ze French Herbs and 
Make ze French Herb Blends, Nino 
Ridgeway, owner, Herbs & Everlastings 
(Barthel Fruit Farm, Mequon, WI). The 
Pavilion, Ozaukee County Fairgrounds, 
Cedarburg, $8.00, no pre-registration 
required, refreshments served. Sponsored 
by the Herb Society of America, Wisconsin 
Unit and Ozaukee Master Gardeners.
Saturday, May 3, Home Compost Bin 
Sale, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Alliant Energy 
Center, 608-266-4149
Saturday, May 3, Willy Street Park 
Plant Sale, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p .m., 
Williamson & Brearly Streets.

Continued on next page
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25th Anniversary of the 
Friends of the Arboretum Native Plant Sale

The Friends of the Arboretum annual native plant sale is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary of providing quality native 
plants to area gardeners. What began in the basement of 
the Arboretum Visitor Center with a handful of dedicated 
volunteers selling native plants from their gardens, has 
become Dane County’s largest native plant sale.
More than 100 species of native grasses, prairie plants, 
ferns, woodland flowers, shrubs, vines and trees will be 
for sale at the 25th Annual Native Plant Sale on Saturday, 
May 10 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Experts will be available to 
answer your questions.: What plants do well in a rain gar-
den; how to attract song birds, hummingbirds and butter-
flies; what species to plant in semi-shady locations; what 
species make good shrub borders; what grasses do well in 
small, urban settings
All plants are native to the area and once established 
require minimal care. No plants are dug from the wild. 
Species are suited for a wide range of growing conditions 
– sunny or shady, wet or dry, sandy or heavy soils. Plant 
care sheets for each species are available to take home.
Friends’ members receive a 10% discount. Please check 
to see if your membership is current. Consider bringing 
a neighbor to join the Friends so they may take advan-
tage of the 10% discount, too. All proceeds from the sale 
benefit Arboretum programs. Cash, checks, credit cards 
are accepted. Maximize your support of the Arboretum by 
using cash or check. Volunteering at the Native Plant Sale 
is a great way to learn about gardening with native plants. 
Tasks include organizing the native plant sale prairie, rain, 
butterfly/hummingbird and savanna garden mixes, label-
ing, watering, arranging plants in the tent and much more. 
To volunteer on May 6, 8, or 10, phone Anne at 608-345-
9697 or send an e-mail to Anne: anne@rodgersrhyme.com

Sunday, May 4, UW-Madison Arboretum Walk: Spring Wildflow-
ers on the Grady Tract, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Meet at the Grady Tract 
parking lot, southeast corner of Seminole Hwy and the West Beltline, 
http://uwarboretum.org/events/
Wednesday, May 7, UW-Madison Arboretum Garden Tour – 
Flowering Crabapples and Lilacs, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Led by Professor 
Emeritus of horticulture and garden curator Dr. Ed Hasselkus. In this 
tour, he will concentrate on flowering crabapples, and present high-
lights in the Gardens’ large lilac collection. 
http://uwarboretum.org/events/
May 9-10, Olbrich Botanical Gardens’ Plant Sale with the Pros, 
Friday, May 9 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Saturday, May 10, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m., 3300 Atwood Ave., Madison
May 9-10, West Side Garden Club 2014 Spring Plant Sale, Friday, 
May 9, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., Saturday, May 10, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 
3918 Nakoma Road, Madison, near Seminole Hwy, west of Thoreau 
School. Choice Perennials, Specialty Annuals and Herbs
May 9-11, Fitchburg Plant Sale, 5586 Cheryl Dr., Fitchburg. Friday-
Saturday, May 9-10 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sunday, May 11, 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.
May 9-11, Rotary Botanical Gardens Spring Plant & Tree Sale, 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Janesville, featuring heirloom vegetables, herbs, 
perennials, woody plants and bagged compost. 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Saturday, May 10, UW-Madison Arboretum Native Plant Sale, 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., UW-Madison Arboretum, 1207 Seminole High-
way. (see more info at right).
Saturday, May 10, Oregon Garden Club Plant Sale, 9:00 a.m.-
Noon, Waterman Park in downtown Oregon, WI. Featuring a wide 
assortment of perennials, annuals, more! 
Saturday, May 10, Family Gardening Day, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., 
sponsored by Science Alliance, held at U.W.-Madison D.C. Smith 
Greenhouses, Steenbock Library and Allen Centennial Gardens. Free, 
family fun event: Tour the D.C. Smith Instructional Greenhouse, visit 
Allen Centennial Gardens for helpful ideas for ways to improve upon 
your garden, check out the Steenbock library for the Library Garden-
ing Collection and UW-Extension materials for 
Master Gardeners, explore hands-on activities, get a 4-pack of veg-
etable plants and transplant them to take home, make a terrarium, use 
your 5 Senses to Experience Plants, make and wear your own Plant 
Nursery Necklace, Learn about gardening tools that make gardening 
accessible for all abilities and more. allencentennialgardens.org
Wednesday, May 14, UW-Madison Arboretum Garden Tours–  
Longenecker Horticultural Gardens Tour: Azaleas and Rhodo-
dendrons, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Horticulturist Dr. Deborah McCown will 
discuss the care of azaleas and rhododendrons in the Madison area, 
and show highlights of the Arboretum’s collection. http://uwarbore-
tum.org/events/
Friday, May 16, WHPS Volunteers set up for 5/17 Plant Sale.
Saturday, May 17, WHPS PLANT SALE, 9:00-Noon, West Madi-
son Agricultural Research Station, 8502 Mineral Point Road.
Saturday, May 17, Southeast Wisconsin MGA Perennial Plant 
Sale, Wisconsin State Fair Park, West Allis, 8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Most 
plants $2-5. http://www.facebook.com/sewmgplantsale, or call the 
Milwaukee Co. UW-Extension office, 414-256-4600.
May 17, Uplands Garden Club Plant Sale, 8:00-10:45 a.m, Ley Pa-
vilion at Harris Park, Dodgeville, WI. Directions: From the intersec-
tion of Hwys 18 & 23, head east on Hwy 18, take the right on Bennett 
Rd, at the round-about. Harris Park is at the top of the hill. Contact 
person—Resha Wyman, 935-9441.

Continued from previous page—2014 Calendar of Events
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May 17, Indian Hills Garden Club 8th Annual Plant Sale, 
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Spring Harbor Middle School, 1110 
Spring Harbor Dr. (just off University Ave.) Madison.  Reason-
ably priced, healthy perennials from the garden club members’ 
own gardens are for sale.  WI native and shade-tolerant plants 
are identified. Proceeds from the plant sale benefit neighbor-
hood parks and nonprofit organizations. For additional infor-
mation, please contact Shary Bisgard at 233-1238 or Jeanette 
Tierney at jeanette.tierney@gmail.com.
Saturday, May 17, Paine Art Center and Gardens Annual 
Spring Plant Sale, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., 1410 Algoma Blvd., 
Oshkosh.
Wednesday, May 21, UW-Madison Arboretum Garden 
Tours – Longenecker Horticultural Gardens Tour: Small 
Ornamental Trees, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Dr. Laura Jull, UW Pro-
fessor of horticulture, will highlight some of the Arboretum’s 
interesting, and unusual, small ornamentals. 
http://uwarboretum.org/events/
Wednesday, May 21, 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, May 24, 1:00 
p.m. – Make a succulent living wreath with a sphagnum 
moss covered wire wreath and our hens & chicks & se-
dums. Reservations required.  Limited to 12, $34.  Closed on 
Mondays. Call or email for reservations or questions.  Heritage 
Flower Farm  33725 County Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of 
Mukwonago 53149, 262-662-0804  badelman@wi.rr.com
May 24,  Hosta Sale at Allen Centennial Gardens, 9:00 
a.m.-Noon. The sale will include divisions from the Gardens' 
500+ cultivar collection as well as new cultivars purchased 
through Q & Z Nursery. Divisions will be larger than the 
standard single crown generally sold in retail. All proceeds are 
a fund raiser for ACG. allencentennialgardens.org
Sunday, May 25, Rotary Botanical Gardens 25th Anniver-
sary Free Day, Janesville, http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Sunday, May 25, UW-Madison Arboretum Walk: West 
Curtis Prairie and Noe Woods, 1:00-3:00 p.m., The western 
portion of the Curtis Prairie is the site of the first-ever prairie 
restoration, conducted by the Civilian Conservation Corps 
80 years ago. Noe Woods has been studied since the 1930s to 
document changes in woodlands,  
http://uwarboretum.org/events/
May 31, WHPS Song Sparrow Nursery Buying Opportu-
nity, 9:00-11:30 a.m. (see page 2)
Sunday, June 1, WHPS Buying Trip to Milwaukee Area
Sunday, June 1, Wisconsin Hosta Society Sale 
June 7, Windsor Garden Club Plant Sale during Dragon 
Art Fair, Downtown DeForest, WI
June 7, Daylily Sale, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 9am-1pm in the 
west parking lot at 13001 W. North Ave., Brookfield. www.
dssew.org Benefits Daylily Society of Southeastern Wisconsin. 
We will be offering nearly 200 exciting cultivars in various 
colors, patterns, shapes and sizes to work into your garden 
scheme or theme.  Profits support Boerner Botanical Gardens 
and other public gardens. Contact smarfran@aol.com
Wednesday, June 11, 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 14, 1:00 
p.m.  Make a Canus sodus ‘Flora’, Soda can flower. Ever-
lasting flower made from a soda can. Bring scissors that you 
do not care about. Reservations required. Limited to 12. $5.00. 
Call or email for reservations or questions. Heritage Flower 
Farm  33725 County Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of Mukwo-
nago 53149, 262-662-0804  badelman@wi.rr.com 

Continued from previous page—2014 Calendar of Events
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June 13-22, WHPS Tour of Northern 
England.
June 14, Woody Plant Society Spring 
Meeting hosted by Steve Carini of Wen 
Ren Bonsai and Boerner Botanical,  wi-
woodyplantsociety@gmail.com 
June 14, Posh Plants Auction and Run-
way Show, 5:00-8:30 p.m. A fund-raising 
auction of very special plants and garden 
ornaments and accessories. The event will 
showcase new, rare and unusual through a 
silent auction, as well as a unique runway 
show for the most sought-after offerings. 
Cash bar, small plates and tour of the 
gardens. Reservations required, limited 
attendance. Allen Centennial Gardens. al-
lencentennialgardens.org/poshplants.
Saturday, June 21, Rhapsody in Bloom – 
Night Circus in the Gardens, 5:00-10:00 
p.m., , Olbrich Botanical Gardens, http://
www.olbrich.org/events/documents/Final-
Invitation.pdf 
Wednesday, June 25, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens 25th Anniversary Free Day, 
Janesville, 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
July 11-12, Olbrich Botanical Gar-
dens’ Home Garden Tour – University 
Heights, Friday, July 11, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., Saturday, July 12, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. Tickets $12 Olbrich Members; $14 
General Public.
July 11-13, Windsor Area Garden Tour, 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. https://www.face-
book.com/windsorareagardenclub 
July 12-14, Annual Iris Sale, Olbrich 
Gardens, Madison  Area Iris Society, 
http://www.madisoniris.org/
Saturday, July 12, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens Home Garden Tour, 9:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m., Janesville, 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Monday, July 14, WHPS Tour of Gar-
dens in Windsor
Wednesday, July 16, 6:00 p.m. and Sat-
urday, July 19, 1:00 p.m. Make a cement 
leaf planter. Oval planter with leaf impres-
sions. You can grow a miniature garden in 
it and overwinter it all outside.  You must 
leave it here to dry & return to pick it up. 
Reservations required. Limited to 12, $16. 
Call or email for reservations or questions. 
Heritage Flower Farm  33725 County 
Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of Mukwonago 
53149, 262-662-0804  badelman@wi.rr.
com  
July 16-August 10 Blooming Butterflies 
at Olbrich Botanical Gardens, 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. daily.
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Monday, July 21, WHPS Tour of Gar-
dens in Black Earth/Mazomanie
Friday, July 25, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens 25th Anniversary Free Day, 
Janesville, 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Thursday, July 31, WHPS Tour of Epic 
Grounds with Jeff Epping (WHPS 
members only)
Wednesday, August 6, 6:00 p.m. and 
Saturday, August 9, 1:00 p.m. Make a 
hypertuffa pot. Lasts forever.  You can 
grow a miniature garden in it and over-
winter it all outside. You must leave it 
here to dry & return to pick it up. Reserva-
tions $22. Call or email for reservations or 
questions. Heritage Flower Farm  33725 
County Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of 
Mukwonago 53149, 262-662-0804  badel-
man@wi.rr.com  
Saturday, August 9, WHPS Trip to Chi-
cago Botanic Garden
August 16-17 Wisconsin Daylily Society 
Plant Sale, Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., Sunday, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Ol-
brich Gardens, 3300 Atwood Ave.
Wednesday, August 20, WHPS Member 
Potluck and Evening Walk Through 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens
Monday, August 25, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens 25th Anniversary Free Day, 
Janesville, 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
September 6-7, Rotary Botanical Gar-
dens Fall Plant Sale, Saturday, 9/6, 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sunday, 9/7, 9:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m.
Friday-Saturday-Sunday, September 
12-14, WHPS Trip to Iowa
Wednesday, September 17, WHPS Pro-
gram: The Plant Select Program, 6:30 
social time, 7:00 p.m. program
Saturday, September 20, 1:00 p.m. 
Make a Wreath of Bittersweet Ber-
ries. We’ll teach you how & provide all 
materials. Reservations required, $9.  Call 
or email for reservations or questions. 
Heritage Flower Farm  33725 County 
Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of Mukwo-
nago 53149, 262-662-0804  badelman@
wi.rr.com
Sunday, September 21, WHPS Plant 
Exchange, 10:00 a.m.-Noon, Allen Cen-
tennial Gardens
September 20 & 27 and October 4 & 11, 
Fall Leaf Mulch Sale, Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
September 16-28 Bittersweet Bash PICK 
YOUR OWN FOR LESS. Cut your own 
at ridiculously low prices: Measured by 
square inches—length x widest part of 

your stem 2 cents (2 pennies) per square 
inch! While supplies last. BRING YOUR 
OWN PRUNERS. Call or email for 
reservations or questions. Heritage Flower 
Farm  33725 County Road L (Janesville 
Dr.), SE of Mukwonago 53149, 262-662-
0804  badelman@wi.rr.com  
Thursday, September 25, Rotary Bo-
tanical Gardens 25th Anniversary Free 
Day, Janesville, http://rotarybotanicalgar-
dens.org
Friday, September 26, Crackle – Fire & 
Froth in the Garden, Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 27, Heritage 
Flower Farm Seed Exchange. Bring 
some seeds, take some seeds. Seed 
collecting and sowing demonstration.
ALL FREE. It’s not what you reap, it’s 
the seeds that you sow. Call or email for 
reservations or questions. 33725 County 
Road L (Janesville Dr.), SE of Mukwona-
go 53149, .   262-662-0804  badelman@
wi.rr.com  
Saturday, October 25, Rotary Botanical 
Gardens 25th Anniversary Free Day, 
Janesville, 
http://rotarybotanicalgardens.org
Saturday, November 1, Rotary Bo-
tanical Gardens Fall Symposium, 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., Janesville, http://rotarybo-
tanicalgardens.org
Saturday, November 8, LAST OUT-
DOOR Dane County Farmers Market, 
Capitol Square, 6:00 a.m.-2:00p.m.
December 7-31, Holiday Express, 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens, 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. daily (closed at 2:00 p.m. 12/24, 
closed 12/25). Holiday gardens and large-
scale model trains.
December 12-14, 19-23, 26-28, Rotary 
Botanical Gardens Holiday Light Show, 
Janesville, http://rotarybotanicalgardens.
org
February 6-8, 2015, WPT Garden 
Expo, Alliant Energy Center, http://www.
wigardenexpo.com/ 
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Where flowers bloom there is hope.
 — Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Do you have a question about your membership? Contact Jane LaFlash at whps05@yahoo.com, 608-243-1208.

President Frank Greer, 608-233-4686, frgreer@sbcglobal.net
Vice President—Jane Gahlman, 608-837-2317, 
       jmgahlman@hotmail.com, Seed Exchange Coordinator and
      Trip and Tour Co-Coordinator
Secretary—John Cannon, jtcannon@wisc.edu, Trip Committee
Treasurer—Diane Scharkey, dscharkey@gmail.com
Lynn Belanger, 608-215-9127, lynnbelanger7300@gmail.com
Jeannette Golden, 608-767-3736, jgolden4142@gmail.com, 
      Plant Sale Volunteer Coordinator
Cindy Hoffland, 608-233-8083, hofflc@chorus.net, Webmaster
Jane LaFlash, 608-243-1208, jlaflash@wisc.edu, 
       Membership Coordinator and Trip and Tour Co-Coordinator
Edward Lyon, 608-658-3456, eslyon@wisc.edu, Program Coordinator 
Terri Maliszewski-Kane, 608-513-4189, terrimk1@hotmail.com, 
      Olbrich Liaison
Linda Marx, 608-249-7717, ljmarx@chorus.net, Plant Dig Coordinator
Stephanie O’Neal,  608-256-6108, sone2@aol.com, 
      Publications and Plant Exchange
Eleanor Rodini, 608-576-7099, erodini@library.wisc.edu, 
      WHPS Garden Expo Display Coordinator
Conrad Wrzesinski, 608-231-3279, conradw@charter.net

211 S. Fair Oaks Avenue
Madison, WI  53704-5822

Visit our website: http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.com

Member news, tips, etc.
Thanks for renewing!
WHPS sends a big THANK YOU to individuals, families  
and businesses renewing their membership in 2014. We 
now have over 700 individual members. (And we have 
some new business members too — check out our Website 
for the list of member businesses and links.)

We pledge to continue our goal of bringing great 
speakers, interesting tours and trips and useful information 
that will give you more confidence and enjoyment in your 
garden! And we hope you will take the opportunity this 
year to attend our programs, buy a plant at the Plant Sale, 
see what’s free at the Plant Exchange, visit local gardens 
on a Garden Tour and take a little trip with us.

Fine Gardening picks WHPS member’s tip
Have to share this fun news!  Long ago we submitted a 
gardening tip to Fine Gardening magazine.  And we just 
learned that it will be published in issue #158! (the July/Au-
gust issue, I think).  The topic was using sheets of Masonite 
to push heavy planters, garbage cans of yard waste, etc. 
across long distances in the yard.  So, if you subscribe, look 
for our tip.  
  —Ellen Henningsen and Jim Gentry

New T-shirts now available!

New WHPS T-shirts with our updated logo are now available for 
purchase (sizes S-M-L-XL-XXL-XXXL) $15 each. Please send 
an email to Jane Gahlman at jmgahlman@hotmail.com, or call 
Jane at 608-837-2317 if you would like to buy one. Great for 
volunteers!

What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to 
give it sweetness. 
   — John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley: In Search of America


