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Prairie Plants for Urban & Suburban Gardens
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Westfield, WI  53964

800-476-9453

www.prairienursery.com

Native prairie flowers and grasses are an excellent choice for low maintenance, ecologically sound landscapes in sunny locations.  However, one must be selective when designed an urban garden.  Most people prefer to surround their homes with non-aggressive plants of low to medium stature, although there are some outstanding tall prairie flowers that make grand garden plants.  

Some prairie plants can be aggressive, either by rhizomes or by seed, and should be avoided.  A few species are short-lived, and may require occasional re-planting.  The species listed here are the showiest, best-behaved, and longer-lived prairie flowers and grasses for creating beautiful urban gardens.  A few of the taller flowers are included, as they make excellent specimens in the right setting.  Some attractive short-lived plants are also listed, along with some of the more aggressive plants that do not make for good neighbors, and are best grown separately or in prairie meadows.

Prairie Plants for Dry, Sandy and Rocky Soils

Flowers


Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Amorpha canescens

Leadplant


Purple

2’–3‘

Medium
Asclepias tuberosa

Butterflyweed


Orange

2’–3‘

High
Aster ericoides

Heath Aster


White

1’–3’

High
Aster laevis


Smooth Aster


Blue

2’-4’

Low
Baptisia bracteata

Cream False Indigo

Cream

1’-2’

Medium
Callirhoe triangulata

Poppy Mallow


Magenta
1’-2’

Medium

Campanula rotundifolia
Harebell


Blue

1’-2’

High
Ceanothus americanus
New Jersey Tea

White

2’-3’

High

Coreopsis lanceolata

Lanceleaf Coreopsis

Yellow

1’-2’

High
Dalea candida


White Prairie Clover

White

1’-2’

Low

Dalea purpurea

Purple Prairie Clover

Purple

1’-2’

Low
Geum triflorum

Prairie Smoke


Pink

  6”

High
Helianthus mollis

Downy Sunflower

Yellow

4’-6’

Medium
Lespedeza capitata

Roundhead Bushclover
White

3’-5’

Medium

Liatris aspera


Rough Blazingstar

Purple/Pink
2’-5’

High
Lupinus perennis

Lupine



Blue

1’-2’

High
Ruellia humilis

Wild Petunia


Violet

1-2’

High
Solidago speciosa

Showy Goldenrod

Yellow

1’-3’

High
Tradescantia bracteata

Prairie Spiderwort

Blue

1’-2’

Low

Tradescantia ohiensis

Ohio Spiderwort

Blue

2’-4’

Low
Verbena stricta

Hoary Vervain


Blue

2’-4’

High

Viola pedata


Birdsfoot Violet

Blue

  4”

Medium
Grasses - Dry to Medium
Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Bouteloua curtipendula
Side Oats Grama Grass
Straw

2’-3’

High
Koeleria macrantha

Junegrass


Gold/Straw
2’-3’

High

Schizachyrium scoparium
Little Bluestem Grass

Crimson
2’-3’

High
Sporobolus heterolepis
Prairie Dropseed Grass
Gold

2’-4’

High
Prairie Plants for Medium Soils  (Well-drained Loam, Sandy Loam, Clay Loam, etc)
Flowers


Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Allium cernuum

Nodding Pink Onion

White/Pink
1’-2’

High
Asclepias sullivantii

Sullivant’s Milkweed

Pink-Yellow
3’-5’

High

Aster novae-angliae

New England Aster

Purple to Pink
3’-6’

Low
Baptisia lactea


White False Indigo

White

3’-5’

High
Echinacea pallida

Pale Purple Coneflower
Purple

3’-5’

Low
Echinacea purpurea

Purple Coneflower

Purple

3’–4’

Medium

Eryngium yuccifolium
Rattlesnake Master

White

3’-5’

High
Liatris ligulistylis

Meadow Blazingstar

Purple/Red
3’-5’

High

Liatris pycnostachya

Prairie Blazingstar

Purple/Pink
3’-5’

High
Parthenium integrifolium
Wild Quinine


White

3’-5’

High
Penstemon digitalis

Smooth Penstemon

White

2’-3’

High
Ratibida pinnata

Yellow Coneflower

Yellow

3’-6’

Medium
Rudbeckia fulgida

Orange Coneflower

Yellow

2’-4’

High

Rudbeckia subtomentosa
Sweet Black Eyed Susan
Yellow

4’-6’

Medium
Silene regia


Royal Catchfly

Red

2’-4’

High

Silphium laciniatum

Compassplant


Yellow

3’-10’

Medium
Silphium terebinthinaceum
Prairie Dock


Yellow

3’-10’

Medium
Solidago rigida

Stiff Goldenrod

Yellow

3’-5’

Medium
Vernonia fasciculata

Ironweed


Red/Pink
4’-6’

Medium
Prairie Plants for Damp Sites
Flowers


Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Asclepias incarnata

Red Milkweed


Red/Pink
3’-5’

Medium
Chelone glabra

White Turtlehead

White

2’-4’

Medium
Camassia scilloides

Wild Hyacinth


White

1’-2’

Low
Cassia hebecarpa

Wild Senna


Yellow

4’-6’

High

Dodecatheon meadia

Shootingstar


White/Pink
1’-2’

Medium

Eupatorium fistulosum
Tall Joe Pye Weed

Purple/Pink
5’-8’

High
Eupatorium maculatum
Joe Pye Weed


Purple/Pink
4’-6’

High
Eupatorium perfoliatum
Boneset


White

3’-4’

High

Filipendula rubra

Queen of the Prairie

Pink

4’-5’

Medium
Gentiana andrewsii

Bottle Gentian


Blue

1’-2’

Medium
Iris shrevei


Wild Iris


Blue

2’-3’

High
Liatris spicata


Dense Blazingstar

Purple/Pink
3’-6’

Medium
Lilium superbum

Turks Cap Lily

Orange

4’-6’

Low

Lobelia siphilitica

Great Blue Lobelia

Blue

1’-4’

Medium

Solidago ohioensis

Ohio Goldenrod

Yellow

3’-4’

High
Spiraea alba


Meadowsweet


White

2’-4’

High

Spiraea tomentosa

Steeplebush


Pink

2’-3’

High

Vernonia altissima

Tall Ironweed


Red/Pink
5’-8’

Medium
Veronicastrum virginicum
Culver’s Root


White

3’-6’

Medium
Zizia aurea


Golden Alexanders

Yellow

1’-2’

High
Short-Lived but Beautiful Prairie Flowers  (Lifespans of 2-5 years)
Flowers


Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Agastache foeniculum

Lavender Hyssop

Purple

1’-3’

High

Aster azureus


Sky Blue Aster

Blue

2’-3’

Medium

Lobelia cardinalis

Cardinal Flower

Red

2’-5’

High

Penstemon grandiflorus
Beardtongue


Lavender
2’-4’

High

Rudbeckia hirta

Black Eyed Susan

Yellow

1’-3’

High

Rudbeckia triloba

Brown Eyed Susan

Yellow

2’-5’

High

Verbena hastata

Blue Vervain


Blue

3’-6’

High

Aggressive but Pretty Prairie Plants

Rhizomatous Flowers
Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Anemone canadensis

Canada Anemone

White

1’-2’

High

Asclepias syriaca

Common Milkweed

Lavender
2’-4’

high

Coreopsis palmata

Stiff Coreopsis

Yellow

2’-3’

High

Desmodium canadense
Showy Tick Trefoil

Purple

3’-5’

Low

Helianthus occidentalis
Western Sunflower

Yellow

2’-3’

High

Monarda fistulosa

Bergamot


Lavender
2’-5’

High

Physostegia virginiana
Obedient Plant


Pink

1’-2’

High

Tradescantia occidentalis
Western Spiderwort

Pink

  1’

Low

Rhizomatous Grasses
Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Hierochloe odorata

Vanilla Sweetgrass

Straw

1’-2’

High
Spartina pectinata

Prairie Cordgrass

Gold

6’-9’

High

Self-Sowing Flowers

Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Heliopsis helianthoides
Ox Eye Sunflowers

Yellow

3’-6’

High
Silphium perfoliatum

Cupplant


Yellow

3’-10’

Medium

Self-Sowing Tall Grasses
Common Name

Color

Height
       Deer Resist
Andropogon gerardi

Big Bluestem


Bronze

5’-8’

High

Elymus canadensis

Canada Wild Rye

Straw

4’-5’

High

Panicum virgatum

Switchgrass


Gold

3’-6’

High

Sorghastrum nutans

Indiangrass


Gold

5’-7’

High

Stipa spartea


Needlegrass


Gold

3’-5’

High
