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WHPS coming events!
All regular meetings are at 6:30 pm. social time,
7 pm. program, at Olbrich Gardens Commons,
3330 Atwood Av., Madison unless otherwise noted.

Questions about our events? Email
wisconsinhps@gmail.com for specific info.

Peony Fundraiser
wrap-up
The sale of Peony tubers and
seedlings at the September WHPS
Meeting was a success. Proceeds at
the meeting and those received as the
sale continued after garnered over
$700 for WHPS and an equal amount
for the nonprofit Adelante Mujer, a
program that helps Nicaraguan women
become medical doctors. (In addition,
Rita Thomas would like to thank WHPS
Board member Linda Marx for donating an additional $500 to Adelante
Mujer.) We would also like to thank the
following volunteers for assisting with
the dig and the sale setup: in particular
we thank Rita Thomas, who donated
the plants and worked hard to get the
plants ready by supervising, dividing,
(continued on page 2)

Wednesday, Nov. 20, Gardening with Wildlife
with speaker David Drake, a Professor and
Extension Wildlife Specialist
in the Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology at
the University of WisconsinMadison. His research and
extension programs primarily focus on wildlife and
wildlife damage management in human-dominated
landscapes. He is also a researcher on the UW
Urban Canid Project (UWUCP), which seeks to
learn about coyotes and foxes for several reasons. Traditionally, much of the knowledge
and research on foxes and coyotes has been
from rural or wild settings. With urbanization
continually increasing, the UWUCP studies
how these animals use the urban landscape
and how their life histories and behaviors
change as a result. A big part of this involves
their relationship with humans. The UWUCP
aims to better understand these urban adapters so that citizens and wildlife managers alike
can be more proactive in how they respond to
these animals. More knowledge and understanding will lead to less conflicts. David also
teaches an undergraduate course on wildlife
damage management. He received his Ph.D. in
Forestry from North Carolina State University,

a M.S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences
from Texas A&M University, and a B.A. degree
in Biology from Macalester College.
Wednesday, Dec. 11, WHPS Meeting – Let’s
Party!! If you haven’t yet gathered seeds from
this gardening season, now is the time! WHPS
will celebrate the end of the gardening season with a Seed Exchange, Party and Annual
Meeting. (We’ll provide envelopes for you to
give away your seeds, and here is a link – with
some good general info on collecting and saving seeds.) In addition to the Seed Exchange,
we have a full agenda of fun and interesting
garden themes to take your mind off the darkest of seasons: election of new directors; Olbrich’s Holiday Express opened; Garden Bingo;
door prizes; Trash and Treasure Garden Exchange; appetizers; beverages; cake!
Sunday, Jan. 19, Potluck Brunch and Presentation – Bring your own utensils and a dish to share: set
up time 9:30 am.; food line
10:00 am. Water, juice, coffee and tea will be provided.
Frank Greer will present Looking Back: Gardens of WHPS
Members and Others Visited.
NOTE: If you have any photos of the following gardens, please contact Frank Greer at
frgreer608@gmail.com: Craig Bergmann, Norma and Mike Briggs, Rita Dupuis, Emily Hickey,
Nancy Hogan, Mary Polancih, Evelyn Thompson, and photos of the gardens at Klehm’s
Song Sparrow Nursery.
Wednesday, Feb. 19, WHPS Meeting – Forty
Years a Gardener: a Madison Gardener’s
(continued on page 2)

Ask the Experts

Recommendations

Gardening magazines

see pgs. 4.

from Mark Dwyer
see p. 7.

see p.3.

WHPS Events (cont. from p.1)
Reminiscences, with speaker Frank Greer
(Note: This presentation was cancelled last
year due to weather.) Frank will discuss his
favorite plants, people, places and recommendations for gardening success. More
importantly, he will discuss thoughts for
preparing for garden enjoyment later in
life by simplifying a gardener’s world. Frank
has been with WHPS since its inception,
serving as President from 1996-2016 and
now serving as Immediate Past President.
He has organized and arranged the WHPS
biennial trip to England for over 20 years
and currently is Chair of the WHPS Program
Committee. Frank is known for his Nakoma
shade garden, his love of epimediums and
the beautiful containers of annuals that
share his driveway each year.

Wednesday, March 18, WHPS Meeting:
What I Learned from 20 Years at Rotary
Botanical Gardens, with speaker Mark
Dwyer, who recently left his position as
Horticulture Director at
Rotary to create his own
business, Landscape Prescriptions by MD (www.
landscapeprescriptionsmd.com), with a strong
focus on landscape design/consultation, public
speaking and writing projects.
Wednesday, April 15, WHPS Meeting:
Pollinators in the Garden, with Speaker Krissa
Skogen, Ph.D., Conservation Scientist at Chicago
Botanic Garden. She is
also an adjunct professor
in Biological Sciences at
Northwestern University.

Peony sale (cont. from p.1)
Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society, Inc.
211 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Madison, WI 53704
President – Jane Gahlman, jmgahlman@hotmail.com, Seed
Exchange Coordinator, Trip Committee
Immediate Past President – Frank Greer, frgreer608@gmail.com,
Program Committee, Grants Committee
Vice President – Emily Buckingham, emilycbuckingham@
gmail.com
Treasurer – Diane Scharkey, dscharkey@gmail.com
Secretary – Emily Buckingham, emilycbuckingham@gmail.
com, Workshop Coordinator

washing and sterilizing, packaging and adding the
information sheet; Lloyd and Judy Ravet, for their
donation of Tree Peony seedlings; Lois Anderson; Sally
Averkamp; Tracy Chase; Abigail & Lynn Christiansen;
Nell Cummings; Donna Freiman; Jane Gahlman; Jeannette Golden; Stephanie O’Neal; Tracy Sargent; Diane
Scharkey; Shirley Scriver; Marge Weiland. And thanks
to Mike and Vicky Shallow for hosting the dig group
with a wonderful lunch after the dig. The weather
was perfect, so volunteers were able to enjoy lunch
outside with a panoramic view of the countryside.

Sally Averkamp, 608-235-9084, aversigg@sbcglobal.net,
Newsletter layout
Lynn Belanger, lynnbelanger7300@gmail.com, Garden Expo
Display
Caroline Bohler, Homegrown Flowers, caroline@homegrownmadison.com, Webmaster, Grants Committee
John Cannon, jtcannon@wisc.edu, Trip Committee
Anna DePauw, anna@botannaca.com
Donna Freiman, Donnafreiman@gmail.com, Garden Expo
Coordinator, 2020
Jane LaFlash, janelaflash@gmail.com, Membership Coordinator, Tour Coordinator, Trip Committee
Terri Maliszewski-Kane, terrimk1@hotmail.com, Olbrich Liaison
Linda Marx, ljmarx@chorus.net, Program Committee
Stephanie O’Neal, 608-256-6108, sone2@aol.com,
Publications, Grants Committee
Kitty Rankin, kitty.rankin@gmail.com, Grants Committee
Shirley Scriver, scrivs@charter.net, Coordinator, Trip Committee
Conrad Wrzesinski, conradw@charter.net, Grants Committee
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Her research interests include: Reproductive and pollination biology; Plantinsect interactions; Floral trait evolution; Demography; Population genetics;
Large-scale anthropogenic threats to
biodiversity; Understanding the causes
and consequences of plant population
and species decline; Onagraceae, Sphingidae, microlepidopterans. She believes
that understanding the diversity of life
starts with uncovering the evolutionary histories and relationships between
interacting organisms and landscapes.
As a botanist, she is fascinated by the
rich diversity of flowering plants (angiosperms) and the insects that interact
with them – both pollinators and antagonists (herbivores, seed predators, etc.)
– and how these interactions may help
explain the great diversity we see today.

2019-2020 – Other Gardening Events of Note
Key events of interest in the coming garden season are listed but please visit the following websites for more info on events.
• Allen Centennial Garden in Madison
• Boerner Botanical Gardens in Milwaukee.
• Chicago Botanic Garden.
• Green Bay Botanical Garden
• Lynden Sculpture Garden in Milwaukee
• Mitchell Park Horticultural Park (The
Domes) in Milwaukee
• Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL
• Olbrich Botanical Gardens in Madison
• Paine Art Center and Gardens in Oshkosh

• Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville

Show, Lambeau Field, Green Bay, WI

• University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum

Feb. 7-9, 2020, Wisconsin Garden & Landscape Expo, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI

Nov. 29-Dec. 15, Holiday Light Show at
Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville.
Nov. 29-Dec. 1, WPS Garden of Lights,
Green Bay Botanical Garden.

Feb. 14-16, 2020, Fox Cities Home & Garden Show, Fox Cities Exhibition Center,
Appleton, WI

Dec. 7-31, Olbrich’s Holiday Express, Olbrich Botanical Gardens.

Mar. 7-22, 2020, Olbrich’s Spring Flower
Show

Nov 29-Dec 1; Dec 5-8; Dec 12-15; Dec
19-22, WPS Garden of Lights, Green Bay
Botanical Garden, Green Bay, WI

Mar. 18-22, 2020, Chicago Flower & Garden Show, Navy Pier, Chicago, IL

Feb. 1-2, 2020, Madison Orchid Growers
Guild “Orchid Quest,” Olbrich Botanical
Gardens
Feb. 2-8, 2020, WBAY Home & Garden

Mar. 20-29, 2020, 96th Annual REALTORS® Home & Garden Show, Wisconsin
State Fair Park, West Allis, WI
Apr. 30-May 3, 2020, Art in Bloom, Milwaukee Art Museum

Magazines Cease Publication

WHPS Grant Program

In late spring of this year, Wisconsin
Gardening and Chicagoland Gardening
magazines ceased publication. In fact,
it appears that after 21 years publisher
State-by-State Gardening is no longer doing business and has made no attempt to
contact subscribers regarding its status
(or any attempt to refund subscription
payments).

Do you know of a school, group or organization that could benefit from a Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society grant? WHPS
will award up to $500 for a project that
promotes the use of herbaceous perennial plants in the landscape. Funds may
be used for educational purposes, plant
material, hardscaping, or tools and supplies. Now is the time to apply!

According to writers and contributors
(and WHPS members) Ed Lyon and Lisa
Johnson, contractual payments were not
being made and editors and support staff
were cut due to financial issues over the
past couple of years. As Ed Lyon states,
“It won’t be the last. Publishing is indeed
hurting and ultimately we will likely all be
getting our information in ways different
than we do now. I think books are safe for
at least awhile – but magazines and newspapers I think now have finite lives – at
least in their current form.” Lisa agrees, “…
print media is being phased out as digital
becomes more and more the way of the
future. It is too bad; there are many jobs
(paper production, printing, delivery, etc.)
that go into a physical product that don’t
go into a digital one, though I suppose
there are IT jobs that support the smaller
staff. And from a saving-the-trees perspective, not so bad maybe.”
Wisconsin Gardening will be missed
for its efforts to communicate issues and

information
specific to
Wisconsin,
along with
introducing
us to garden
writers and
interesting
gardens and
gardeners in
the state.
There is a
page on the Better Business Bureau
website devoted to State-by-State Gardening. Evidently some refunds have
been received as a result of complaints
made, but there is no guarantee.

New members
The following members have recently
joined WHPS:
Gail Aaroen, Florine Bayer , Donna and
John Goodrich, Carolyn Hook, Robin
Hurst, Connie Kilmark, Karen Kuenzi,
Jim La Luzerne, Nancy Risser, and Kaitlin
Schott.

Dues

Welcome!

Please don’t renew yet! About half of
our WHPS members pay dues for multiple
years and it’s pretty hard to remember if
you owe dues or not. Memberships are
for the calendar year. In late December,
we will send an email to every member
letting them know they either need to
renew or they paid ahead last year. So
you don’t have to wonder if you need to
renew or not. We give everyone plenty of
time and multiple reminders before we
update our membership list in March.

Members in Print
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Garden Gate (Sept/Oct 2019) Smart Sideyard Solution on page 20
showcases the side yard of Linda and
Bruce Christensen in Middleton. Their
wonderful garden was on one of our
evening tours this summer.
Garden Gate - Nov/Dec 2019 - page 26
- Make a Splash with Summer Perennials
features the garden of Jeannette Golden
(Jeannette’s garden will be included in
the WHPS July 22, 2020 evening tour).
«
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Asking the Experts about Jumping Worms
FROM STEPHANIE O’NEAL,
WHPS NEWSLETTER EDITOR
In early October I had an email conversation about jumping worms (JW) with Lisa
Johnson, Horticulture Educator with UW Extension of Dane County, and Ed Lyon, Director, Reiman Gardens, Ames, IA. What follows
are a few of my thoughts and their comments on the issue in light of how little is
yet known, how they are dealing with them
and some thoughts about what the future
might hold in light of this rapidly spreading
invasive.
For those of you who are not familiar with
the jumping worm situation, here are a few
links:
• There is much basic info available at the
DNR website
• Here is a link to a factsheet by Cornell.
• Lisa Johnson also has a PowerPoint – All
About Jumping Worms (She says, “The map
is a bit old now; a bunch more counties have
had confirmed reports.”)
My Experiences and Thoughts about JW in
2019
I know from participants in my recent workshop that more and more
people who thought they
didn’t have the jumping
worms (JW) in fact do,
so the more of our experiences we can disseminate to our members and others, the better.
In previous years, I found no more than a
couple of dozen worms over the gardening
season, but this year they were everywhere.
I believe the wet weather has had a lot to
do with their expansion in my normally dry
garden. I have done nothing to get rid of
the worms except bag and toss them. I have
also not been mulching my beds (which are
planted very tightly), but I do let the leaf and
plant litter stand over the winter into spring.
I have been mulching my paths for years
with free mulch from the city site, but until
this year’s extremely wet spring and summer I had never evidenced many jumping
worms. This summer there were so many
the ground underneath the mulch has actually become springy (I liken it to walking on
a mattress). I am in the process of putting
down 20-inch stepping stones on my paths
to allow for a more solid walking surface,
while still putting a bit of mulch around the
stepping stones.
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As for my plants, the most prominent effect has been along the shade paths, where
smaller starts and seedlings of plants (carex
and shade perennials) have generally done
well in the past, even in my dry garden. JW
“coffee-ground” leavings can be readily
seen and many of the seedlings have disappeared. Even the Scilla siberica, which takes
over my shade garden in spring, was about
half what I normally have.
So late this summer I have been planting more deeply rooted and larger plants,
mostly shrubs and sub-shrubs that I hope
can avoid being damaged by the worms
that populate the top 4-6 inches of the soil.
I will see what happens in the spring when
my back garden is normally full of Virginia
bluebells and scilla and, if not as many of
those seedlings come up, I’ll credit/blame
the worms. I am also planning on using cocoa bean mulch on the open areas in my
garden (of which there are few) – just a thin
layer to hold some moisture but hopefully
not be worm-friendly (this is a totally nonprofessional opinion).
The Future?
One thing I’m curious about is what happens if one does nothing to correct the
problem except plastic bag them as they
are encountered? Will there be a tipping
point where either the garden is completely
unworkable, or will they become so prolific
they can no longer survive or level off? (I just
watched an excellent PBS Nature episode –
The Serengeti Rules – about “keystones,” the
presence of which can protect or bring back
the ecology of an area: like wolves or wildebeests.)
I hope something emerges to level out
the jumping worms before the woodlands
(and my woodland) go away.
FROM LISA JOHNSON, HORTICULTURE
EDUCATOR, EXTENSION DANE COUNTY
If anyone wants to have
me look at worm samples
for positive ID, I can do
that. I have a microscope
here so I can look at setae
patterns on the segments
in spring before the clitellum develops and give a
definitive ID. Once the clitellum develops,
they are easy to ID and no scope is needed!
Compost
Regarding compost – a prime way for JW
to be moved – this is the info I have received
Nov. 2019

from Bernie Williams, the worm biologist at
the DNR (a very busy lady these days!). “I believe you need to contact the DNR for licensing if you have 50 or more cubic yards on site
at any one time. All composting companies
are required to follow NR 502.12 if they are
licensed by the DNR, which large ones like
Purple Cow definitely are. I have two links
below. The first one is: Temperature Monitoring at Licensed Compost Facilities which
will probably be the most useful since it lays
out the requirements. Under NR 502.12, the
compost piles are required to hold a temperature of 131o for 15 days and the windrows/piles must be turned five times to
ensure even distribution of temps, and they
are required to keep books logging the process since they can be inspected by the DNR
at any time. The second source is the DNR
page on Composting Rules and Regulations
which covers everything.”
Mulch
I have no guidance on mulch, the second
great way to move JW. I have found some
in mulch, but don’t know if they came from
surrounding landscape, or were imports. I
have also found adult worms in potted garden center material. So my feeling is that
nothing is safe. Unfortunately, I also feel
that we will eventually find that they are everywhere.
Early Bird Fertilizer
There is no “cure.” However, there is a treatment that is successful, but it needs to be
applied annually, since it does not by any
means get all the worms and doesn’t kill the
cocoons. It is an organic fertilizer called “Early Bird” (gets the worm, ya know) that is an
expellant. Early Bird is what I use in my home
gardens for my own lovely infestation. I recommend it for “experimental” use and not as
a full-on Extension recommendation, as we
don’t currently know the long-term ramifications for soil microflora and fauna or dosage
rates for garden situations. It might be good
to ask the manufacturer about veg gardens
– it is labeled for turf and landscape, but I am
not sure regarding veggies.
I apply it twice a season, in mid- to late
May and again in early to mid-July (I got
mine on late this year but don’t recommend
applying fertilizer much later than August
1). I use more than the rate that is listed for
turf/bare soil (6 lb./1000 ft2) because I have
2-3” of mulch, so I use about 8 lb./1000 ft2. It
does take a lot of water to get it through the
soil profile as well. Worms start to emerge
in about 20-30 minutes and may continue

Jumping worms (cont. from p.4)
emerging into the day. They should be collected and bagged and disposed of, or interred as soon as dead. Don’t leave them out
on the soil surface; the reek is truly revolting
and the carcasses attract flies – lots of flies.
A study on the efficacy of different rates
in a mulched garden situation has not yet
been done, so I have no idea whether 7 lbs.,
for example, would work too. Studies at the
Arboretum (Brad Herrick is the lead) indicate
it does not affect macro-fauna like other arthropods (millipedes, sowbugs, springtails,
etc.). It does, of course, affect all worm species. It works by irritating their membranes
and they come up to the surface where they
desiccate and die. It is my understanding
that in high enough concentrations, it kills
them – at least in the lab – but not their cocoons (in the lab or outside in the soil). Due
to the fairly rapid death I’ve observed when
worms emerge, I tend to think it has more of
an effect than just being an expellant, but I
have no data on that. Smaller worms seem
to be more vulnerable, but I have no actual
data on that either.
Early Bird is not actually labeled as a vermicide, but is used as an expellant; it is permitted by DATCP for this off-label use in WI.
The EPA looks on worms as beneficial creatures, even though none are native to the
U.S., and they are all damaging in some degree to forest ecosystems. So, there are no
vermicides labeled for landscape or other
use that I know of. Perhaps this will change; I
don’t know if anyone is lobbying for it. Since
Amynthas spp are native to grasslands, they
may also pose a risk to prairie/meadow/
grassland ecosystems – we just don’t know
yet. There is also a second JW genus now
identified in WI; Metaphire. It gets even larger than Amynthas.
Tea seed oils, or rather the saponins in
them, (it is tea seed meal in Early Bird) have
been used for many years to control worms
on golf greens, although the golf courses
will swear up and down that it is being used
as an organic fertilizer – and it is one, so
there is that to think about when applying –
it is 3-0-1) with no apparent ill effect on the
turf at least. I am sure no one has thought
about studying the microflora/fauna in
those areas.
Early Bird is pricey; for large areas it is not
feasible. For a 50 lb. bag it is about $80 – the
only retail outlet I know of in the state is
here in Madison – Paradigm Gardens (608241-3800) on Stoughton Road on the east
side of Madison near my office. [Let me add
regarding Paradigm that they said they get
an EB shipment about once a week, so it is

good to call ahead of time.] I don’t know
how many bags they get in at a time either. I
don’t know why Oceans Organics is not producing the product by the bazillions of bags
and getting lots of retailers, since this could
be a big moneymaker, I would think, once
the worms get a little more widely spread.
I did wonder, if the tea seed meal is coming
from China (and it looks that way based on
a brief internet search – but I am just speculating) if the tariffs are a problem.] If you are
a Master Gardener, they do give a discount.
The only wholesale place in the state I
know of that is a licensed distributor of EB is
DHD Products; 179 W. Kindt St., PO Box 126,
Juneau, WI 53039; (920) 386-9000; info@dhdproducts.com. I don’t know if they deliver
or what the UPS charge on that might be. I
did ask Oceans Organics, the manufacturer,
if there were other sites. They were a bit
cagy, but indicated “no.”
Biochar
The other thing being studied is biochar
(the product of heating organic matter such
as wood, manure, or plant material to temperatures over 300 degrees in a low-oxygen
environment – pyrolysis – and is similar to
charcoal). I tried this and anecdotally had
no luck. But I did not incorporate it, which
I suspect is key; I just watered it in. There
were no instructions on techniques or
rates. I do know that finer grounds are recommended versus coarse grounds. I think
it could be helpful in a veg garden where
soil is tilled annually, but not in a mulched
landscape setting with perennials. It works
only by contact, so is not “systemic” like the
Early Bird is – the same would go for diatomaceous earth, the worms would actually
have to come into contact with it. There is
some really good research indicating that
it is good for gardens anyway to improve
WHC and CEC.
My Gardens
I have been using Early Bird Fertilizer
since about 2014 on my gardens. I would
be interested in anything Ed has to say. I am
fighting a holding action more or less. The
product is not labeled for vegetable garden
use, but I have JW in my raised beds as well
as in the landscape. I am not aware of anything that says I can use it there, but would
sure like to. Brad Herrick at the Arboretum is
doing research on rates, I believe. However,
I am not sure if he is doing rates on mulched
landscape beds, which is what we in the industry really need to know. I have only anecdotal evidence from my own beds.
Nov. 2019

FROM ED LYON, DIRECTOR, REIMAN GARDENS, AMES, IA:
Lisa, your information is excellent and
the most information in
one place I have found! I
wish I had read all of this
when I first started researching the issue. One
of my staff also pointed
me to this from the Oregon State University Extension – there is
lots of good information here.
Early Bird Fertilizer
My contribution is far less. Lisa has already thoroughly talked about the main
issues. My problem was finding the Early
Bird Fertilizer. As Lisa pointed out, you can’t
order it from Ocean Organics (OO). My first
two bags came from a distributor in Pittsburgh I found online, but two $65 bags cost
$90 to ship! So I thought, someone in Madison must sell it. I had heard of two sources
– B&H in Janesville and Paradigm in Madison. Turns out B&H had never heard of it and
Paradigm did not have it. And the company
named Early Bird Fertilizer, with two facilities in Illinois, is a whole different company
– only the name is the same!
I finally found DHD Tree Products in Juneau and have been to their website. They
are wholesale and specialize in golf courses
– that is why they carry it. They will sell to
the public (or at least agreed to sell to me) if
you contact them and make arrangements
in advance – they are not a walk-in retail
center, nor are they a large facility. But they
did tell me that they are Ocean Organics’
(OO) sole distributor. If Paradigm has it, DHD
told me that Paradigm would have bought
it from them and then likely marked it up
in price. I decided that at $45 per bag shipping, I’d rather spend the shipping money
to go back to Madison, see friends and pick
up the fertilizer at Paradigm. I bought it for
$56/50 pound bag – no tax because I was
out of state. The following is key to local
availability and likely why Paradigm doesn’t
always have it in stock. They get one semiload of product from OO in the spring. They
sell out that load through the season – they
only had around 12 bags left when I was
there in August. They will not restock until
the following spring – they won’t purchase
a truckload of something just to sit all winter. So that schedule will be key to local
availability.
(continued on page 6
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Jumping worms (cont. from p.5)
Because of the distance of the trip for me
(5.5 hours one-way) I bought eight bags to
have stock on hand – at that time I knew
that at least two applications per year were
required (and had read that Linda Marx had
done four) and didn’t know how far it would
go. I have since discovered that I can do my
entire property with just over one bag. The
granules are much finer than I expected and
spread easily with a hand-held broadcast
spreader. Again, not knowing any recommended rate, I put it on fairly heavy.
I had already heard from Jeff Epping and
others that watering this fertilizer in well
was key. So I watered the soil thoroughly
and deep in advance – I knew that would
insure the worms would be as high in the
upper layer as possible and it would make
watering in more effective than dry soil.
All of my soil was then thoroughly moist, I
spread the fertilizer and then watered thoroughly again. Unfortunately I did not get
to this until late August – at that time I did
not know the life-cycle timing. I had ENORMOUS populations in July. I got a fair number of worms to come to surface but not in
quantities representative of the earlier population, and that was when I learned it was
a tail-end of one of the adult cycles. That
was fine; I at least got the process down and
killed some. I did not pick mine up – with my
property size it would have taken forever –
my neighbors are already used to the smell
of numerous Milorganite applications. But it
also wasn’t peak population, so I might have
to think about that next year. Next year I will
apply according to Lisa’s schedule.
Are JW Affecting the Garden?
I find it interesting some people don’t
think it is affecting plants. It did mine big
time and similar to Stephanie. To those
people who say “they don’t eat the roots,” I
will say that may be true, but when a worm
is making its way through soil, it is obviously going to cut through roots in their
path even if they aren’t their food source,
and it will be the finer roots of new plants
that will suffer most. I lost large quantities
of new plants planted as plugs and in small
mail-order pot sizes. I think several things
contributed: (1) worms eating through the
roots; (2) when the upper level of the soil is
all worm castings (and mine was), there is
no stability for the plant to stay firmly uprooted and; (3) the castings are hydrophobic (repel water) – I had to water twice as
much. The small plants that were surrounded by castings dried out too quickly. I found
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the amount of castings and thickness of the
layer unbelievable – and the rate the worms
producing it, alarming.

has to raise some pests, like aphids, because
if there isn’t some prey, the beneficials have
no food and die.

Like Stephanie, this changes what I might
put in the garden next year; definitely my
focus will shift to larger potted, more heavily rooted plants and those that are durable
in other ways. Many times I have up-potted
and grown out some – I will do this more
and spend more time getting more size before planting. Of course it means adding annual compost even more – out here it has
been almost exclusively leaves, but that is
the JW favorite so to help with compost loss
this year, I am putting down heavy wood
mulch – then my leaves on top. I’m hoping
the wood is less desirable and takes longer
for them to get through. At one point, the
late Joan Severa told me she applied wood
mulch in spring and leaves or something
more heavily composted in fall, she was big
on lots of added compost annually – I might
go back to a similar system.

I think this is a question for folks managing natural systems. That is where the
results are likely to show over time. We gardeners are going to do one of two things,
I think. We will either quit gardening or we
will continue to add annual compost – so
that means we are just feeding future populations for an endless cycle. The natural
woodlands aren’t going to have the ability
to add compost in quantity. The gardener
who quits will still want something – likely
turf – and turf still needs organic matter,
and the worms negatively impact turf as
well. So will any landscape that isn’t hardscape going to need annual organic matter
supplementation, even if it is lawn?

I do think everyone sharing information
will help. We may find that some mulches
are less desirable to the worms than others.
So we have all contributed a lot of information. I think it is critical that we continue
to share our experiences and findings. This
is the first issue that has truly made gardening discouraging and has taken away much
joy and that says a lot for me. I feel it makes
rabbits, deer, slugs, Japanese beetles, etc. all
look like minor issues in comparison. Hopefully I can take measures that will control
them enough in the future that the joy will
come back!
Is There a Tipping Point?
That’s a good question. As voracious as
they have been in my garden and in such
extreme quantities, you would think that
they would eliminate their food supply in
a matter of a few years. But they (or similar
species) have been on the East Coast for
some time. Is what compost that does accumulate (annual leaf fall, etc.) enough to sustain some population? I suspect they might
end up like Japanese beetles and other invasives – eventually reduce in numbers but
never really ever disappear. And I think you
recognize that the bigger question is: so do
we simply have landscapes now devoid of
organic matter because any time we add it,
it revitalizes and increases populations?
I remember how excited I was to get fox at
Allen Centennial Gardens for rabbit control;
but once the rabbit population was pretty
much eliminated, they moved on. No food
source. A friend of mine does all biological
control in his wholesale greenhouse, but he
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Both Olbrich and the Arboretum told me
the impact – on let’s say a square foot basis – is less than on the homeowner. That
makes sense – homeowners in general have
much richer compost in thicker layers. We
are also more constrained and “bound.” I
haven’t checked with neighbors yet, but my
property is totally surrounded by asphalt,
concrete or gravel (two streets, a neighbor’s
drive and the back alley). The worms could
conceivably get past that, but it is essentially a pretty effective barrier that works
negatively for me – it keeps them in! So as
a result, they don’t spread out and thus my
extremely high populations.
Also, I don’t think I have seen how long
cocoons are viable. Many species that have
cocoons, their cocoons can last years. So
let’s say a homeowner does nothing and allows all of the organic matter to disappear.
They will still want something, not bare soil,
so whatever they replace their gardens with
– even turf – still requires some degree of
organic matter that may very well stimulate
re-emergence from dormant cocoons. And
the cycle continues.
Still a lot of unknowns.
YOUR EXPERIENCES ARE IMPORTANT!
It will be some time before the experts
have completed their studies and can make
recommendations. In the meantime, we
are very interested in hearing about your
experiences with the jumping worms and
the effect they are having on your gardens.
Please send any comments, thoughts, ideas
and what you are doing to manage them to
WHPS at sone2@aol.com.

Musings from Mark Dwyer
Hi All!
By now, many of you have heard that I’ve left Rotary Botanical Gardens (Janesville, WI) after 21 years as Director of
Horticulture. I certainly enjoyed my tenure at such a wonderful place and while I’ll miss the people and plants, I’m excited to explore new directions in my career. I will certainly
continue to support and promote Rotary Botanical Gardens
and all public gardens for the wonderful things they do for
our communities.
The most current personal news is that I have started
my own business, Landscape Prescriptions by MD (www.
landscapeprescriptionsmd.com) with a strong focus on
landscape design/consultation, public speaking and writing projects. Feel free to check out my website and keep in
touch as well. I’ll shamelessly ask you to mention my name
and business if you ever run across a situation where you
are comfortable promoting me! My blog can be found at
the website and I plan to be very active in horticulture in
the area and beyond!
Over the years, I have been privileged to grow and observe a wide range of plants. In regards to perennials, it’s
nice to see improvements in some of our long favorites that
include more compact form, increased disease resistance,
early and longer blooming (sometimes re-blooming!) and
wider garden adaptability. It’s tough to keep up with all the
plants available every year and the old gardening adage
that “good plants aren’t always new and new plants aren’t
always good” is as accurate as ever. Observing what’s growing well at botanic gardens and in our neighbor’s yards
helps us become familiar with those plants that thrive. While
beauty from a plant is a subjective assessment, do consider
the “seasonal nuances” that a perennial can offer in terms
of multiple phases of interest. Perhaps, aside from a gorgeous flower, the plant also has colorful or textural foliage,
fall color, interesting fruiting structures, winter structure,
etc. Multiple features and seasons of interest should be a
consideration for all of our plants, as should their potential
to support local pollinators and other desirable wildlife.
My 10 favorite perennials over the last couple of years
have beauty in common but also have the added caveat of
growing notably well over many seasons that have seen a
wide range of weather conditions, including brutal winters
and overly wet summers. My favorites include (1) ‘Sun King’
Japanese spikenard (Aralia cordata), (2) Crimson Fans mukdenia (Mukdenia rossii ‘Karasuba’), (3) ‘American Gold Rush’
black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hybrida), (4) ‘Tie Dye’ Helen’s
flower (Helenium autumnale), (5) ‘All Gold’ Japanese forest
grass (Hakonechloa macra), (6) ‘Little Henry’ sweet coneflower (Rudbeckia subtomentosa), (7) ‘Red Cauli’ stonecrop
(Sedum telephium), (8) ‘Raydon’s Favorite’ aromatic aster
(Symphyotrichum oblongifolium), (9) ‘Standing Ovation’ little
bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) and (10) ‘Blackhawks’
big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii). After compiling that
list, I kept thinking of so many others that could easily be
(continued on page 8)
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Dwyer – continued
considered favorites.
In many past presentations, I would
reiterate the importance of making sure
you know what these plants need for success. We expect our plants to thrive but
frequently don’t plant them in situations
or locations where they are best suited
to do well. Understand those needs in
advance of placement. Most importantly,
have fun and take time to enjoy the garden. Better yet, challenge yourself to engage local youth in some supportive way
regarding the rewards of gardening!
The importance of supporting our
public gardens, parks and green spaces
couldn’t be more vital right now. With
funding challenges, weather-related implications and stagnating or decreased
volunteerism, it is becoming more challenging to properly maintain and improve these special places. Membership
in the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society is an
excellent way to stay connected and current regarding wonderful plants. It is critical that the inspiration we all receive by
growing and viewing gardens with a wide
8«
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range of hardy plants should be shared
with others. Spread the word to your
friends, neighbors and family members
about the benefits of joining this group
as a place to learn and make friends.
While there continues to be a remarkable influx of new perennial selections
out in the marketplace, younger gardeners still continue to be wary of expanding their plant palette beyond the most
common of plants offered at the local
“box store”. We need to promote our local
garden centers and nurseries, and continued learning about plants continues
to be essential for addressing diversity issues in the garden, providing for wildlife
support, growing food and many other
endeavors.
Share your love and knowledge of
plants, as the next generation of gardeners only needs a little nudge, minor
“hand-holding” and some early successes.
— Mark Dwyer

Nov. 2019

Buy Your Bulbs Through
Bloomin’ Bucks!
It’s not too late. You can help the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society raise money
with any order you place with Brent &
Becky’s Bulbs. With hundreds of gorgeous
blooms to choose from, you’ll be sure to
find something you just can’t live without.
To participate, simply visit bloominbucks.com and select “Wisconsin Hardy
Plant Society” and hit “GO” to be sent to
the Brent and Becky’s website. Order any
item, in any quantity - bulbs, tools, books,
supplements, gift certificates and more –
and 25% of your purchase will be donated
to the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society. This
option applies to phone and mail orders
as well – just be sure to mention WHPS or
write us in as the organization you would
like to support. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit,
donations like these are essential to continue our mission!

