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Perennial Notes

Wednesday, April 17, Abelia to Ziziphora: 30 
Years of Plant Evaluation at Chicago Botanic 
Garden, with speaker Richard 
Hawke. The Chicago Botanic 
Garden has been evaluating 
and recommending superior 
garden plants to home gar-
deners and the green industry 
since 1988. Richard Hawke will 
give an overview of the evalu-
ation program and present a 
variety of proven plants from 30 years of tri-
als, including new selections and old favorites. 
Richard Hawke is responsible for the compara-
tive evaluation of over 1,000 perennials and 
woody plants each year. He is the principal 
author of Plant Evaluation Notes, an author and 
contributing editor for Fine Gardening, and 
writes for other horticulture publications such 
as Perennial Plants, The American Gardener, 
and Nursery Management. SPECIAL NOTE: This 
meeting will include for the first time a Spe-
cialty Conifer Sale. There will be a limited se-
lection of dwarf conifers for purchase from 6-7 
pm. All plants are hardy to Zone 4 and come in 
a 4” pot. They grow 1-6” per year and are per-
fect for miniature gardens, pots, or featured ar-
eas! We expect these plants to sell out quickly, 
so plan to arrive by 6 pm. for the sale.

Sunday, April 28, WHPS Workshop: Spring 
Ephemeral Wildflower Walk, 10 am.-noon, UW-
Madison’s Lakeshore Preserve, 2003 University 

Bay Dr., Madison. Spring wildflowers don’t last 
long and can only be observed by those who 
get out in the woods early in the season. Take 
a stroll through the UW-Madison Lakeshore 
Nature Preserve to look for spring ephemeral 
wildflowers, enjoy views of Lake Mendota and 
learn more about the this outdoor classroom 
on the UW-Madison campus. Meet at UW park-
ing lot 130 (2003 University Bay Dr.). Wear good 
walking shoes. Restroom facilities are limited. 
Event is free, but registration is limited and re-
quired. 

Tuesday, May 14, WHPS Workshop: Expanding 
Your Shade Garden Palette, 6:30-8 pm., gar-
den of Jane LaFlash. Has the lighting in your 
garden changed as your trees grow? Are you 
finally coming to terms with not being able to 
grow full sun plants in areas of your garden? 
Are you wishing you had more ideas for part 
to full shade plants? Come and see a wide 
variety of perennial and woody shade plants 
crammed into Jane LaFlash’s small urban lot, 
and learn where they can be purchased. Sug-
gested materials to bring: pen and notebook 
and a Flower Factory catalog. Event is free but 
registration is limited and required.  

Saturday, May 18, WHPS Workshop: Unusual 
Perennials in the Spring Garden, 1-2:30 pm., 
garden of Lois Kinlen. See and learn about Lois 
Kinlen’s unique epimediums, prairie trilliums 
and lady slippers along with a garden collec-
tion that is unforgettable. Event is free but reg-
istration is limited and required. 

Wednesday, May 22, Bus Trip to Princeton, IL, 
Rockford and Janesville. Destinations include 

WHPS coming events!

Song Sparrow news 

 see p. 7.

New Director

– see p. 7

Ecologist recommends
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see p. 11

(continued on page 2

All regular meetings are at 6:30 pm. social time, 7 
pm. program, at Olbrich Gardens Commons, 3330 
Atwood Ave., Madison unless otherwise noted. See 
Trips Brochure info at left.

By Chris Neumann, Lead Horticulturist

Green is good for you. Gardens, parks, 
and wild places soothe the soul and feed 
the psyche. Getting out and working in 
the garden, strolling through a park, or 
walking in the woods exercise the mind 
and body. This is something that we, as 
gardeners, already know. It is also some-
thing that Oakwood Lutheran Senior 
Ministries has taken to heart. It shows 
in its two continuing care retirement 
communities.

In 1948, Oakwood Village Univer-
sity Woods was started on Madison’s 
west side in 40 acres of oak woods. 51 
years later, in 1999, Oakwood began 
construction of the Prairie Ridge campus 
on Madison’s northeast side. As it is 
built on 17 acres of former farm fields, I 

(continued on page 3)

The Gardens at  
Oakwood Village  
Prairie Ridge  

http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/event-calendar.html
http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/event-calendar.html
http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/event-calendar.html
http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/event-calendar.html


2  «                                   Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society, Inc.       «       April 2019

over 40 Paeonia suffruticosa or tree peo-
ny. These beauties, prized for their large 
blooms, interesting leaves, and contri-
bution to a lower maintenance garden, 
usually begin blooming in early June. 
When the trees are done blooming they 
don’t object to clematis climbing over 
them and providing a second bloom. A 
variety of Itoh and herbaceous peonies 
continue the peony blooming season in 
her garden. Event is free, but registration 
is limited and required.  

Thursday, June 27, WHPS Evening Gar-
den Tour: Sun Prairie (Lynne and Tom 
Bendt, Cindy and Mike Cunningham, 
Lynn and Greg Belanger) – details TBA.

Tuesday, July 16, WHPS Evening Garden 
Tour:  Middleton (Jean and Ken Nord-
lund, Linda and Bruce Christensen, Betsy 
True and Danny Aerts, Mary and Conrad 
Wrzesinski) – details TBA.

Wednesday, July 17, Bus Trip to Chicago 
Botanic Garden and Private Gardens 
Registration is online through Event-
Brite. (FULL)

Tuesday, July 23, 6:30 pm., Tour of the 
grounds of Epic Systems in Verona with 
Jeff Epping. Details TBA.

Wednesday, July 31-Sunday, August 4, 
Bus Trip to Michigan. Destinations in-
clude: Frederik Meijer Gardens, MSU 
Horticulture Gardens, MSU Hidden Lake 
Gardens, Gabis Arboretum, Fernwood 
Botanic Garden, Mast Young Plants, Sun-
sparkler Sedums, Spring Meadow Nurs-
ery, Walters Gardens, Gee Farms, River 
Street Flowerland. Registration is online 
through EventBrite. 

Tuesday, Aug 6, 6:30 pm., Tour of Rotary 
Botanical Gardens in Janesville with 
Mark Dwyer. Details TBA.

Wednesday, August 14 – Member Pot-
luck and Walk Through Olbrich Gardens

Sunday, September 8, WHPS Workshop: 
Using the Fall Garden for Creative Ar-
rangements, 3-4:30 pm. Join Caroline 
Bohler, owner of Homegrown Flowers 
and WHPS board member, for this work-
shop on fall cut flowers. She will discuss 
the best fall bulbs, perennials and wood-
ies for cutting, and how to condition and 
arrange them. Event is free, but registra-
tion is limited and required. 

Wednesday, September 18, Preserving 
Rare Plants and Dealing with Invasive 
Plants with speaker Kay Havens, Ph.D., 
Medard and Elizabeth Welch Director, 
Plant Science and Conservation, Chica-
go Botanic Garden.

Wednesday, October 16 – Karen Busso-
lini will speak on the topic of The Unsung 
Season: Gardens in Winter. She is a gar-
den photographer, speaker, writer, NO-
FA-Accredited Organic Land Care Profes-
sional, and eco-friendly Garden Coach.

Wednesday, November 20, Gardening 
with Wildlife with speaker David Drake, 
a professor of Wildlife Damage Manage-
ment, Extension Wildlife Specialist in the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources and a researcher with the UW-
Madison Urban Canid Project.

Our Facebook group is growing. Join us!

Hornbacker Gardens, Anderson Japanese 
Gardens, K&W Greenery. Registration is on-
line through EventBrite. (FULL)

Saturdays, June 1 and June 15, LAST CHANCE 
BUYING OPPORTUNITY at SONG SPARROW 
FARM. See box on page 3 and 7.

Wednesday, June 5, Bus Trip to Greenfield, 
Burlington and Janesville. Destinations in-
clude: private garden of Will Radler (Knock 
Out rose hybridizer), lunch at That’s Amore, 
Northwind Perennial Farm and Rotary 
Botanical Gardens. Registration is online 
through EventBrite. 

Saturday, June 8, WHPS Workshop: Tree and 
Herbaceous Peonies, 1-2:30 pm., garden of 
Lois Kinlen. See Lois Kinlen’s collection of 

WHPS – Events (cont. from p.1)
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sometimes joke that it’s good the west campus came first 
or we might have been called Soybean Village. 

Wanting a beautiful campus, but lacking the iconic 
oaks of the original, Oakwood engaged Ken Saiki Design 
to be part of the original master planning process. The 
resulting landscape included two ponds, three prairie res-
torations, over 450 shade and ornamental trees, and more 
than a mile of mixed perennial and shrub beds encircling 
every building on campus. Courtyard gardens for the as-
sisted living households and community gardening space 
for independent living residents finished the list. 

I started as horticulturist in 2003 and since that time 
we have not only maintained the original plantings, but 
have added hundreds more trees, shrubs, perennials 
and bulbs, as well as rock, gravel and shade gardens. We 
now use about 3,000 annuals and tropicals each year 
in seasonal displays, and plant about the same number 
of spring bulbs. Working with the Life Enrichment 
department, we started programs to help residents get 

off campus to visit nature and 
on campus, very importantly, 
to get their hands in the dirt. 
Added to the original in-ground 
community garden beds are over 
forty elevated and raised beds. 
More are planned.

Over the years, we have 
changed the style of many of 
the perennial beds. Originally, 
most had two or three perennial 
varieties. As these beds have 
aged, we have been revising 
them to include multiple species, 
providing continuous color and 
interest throughout the year.

This year, Oakwood will be 
finishing a two-year expansion 
project, adding both new inde-
pendent and assisted living build-
ings. In the process of expanding 
we have lost some garden areas, 
but we will make up for them. In 
the end, we will have added over 
half-again the area of perennial 
and shrub beds that the entire campus had before. 

One new section sounds like an oxymoron - a 
ground-level rooftop garden. The new independent living 
buildings consist of three towers in a v-shaped configura-
tion with a plaza in the center. Perennial and shrub 
beds edge the new buildings. Four trees in large raised 
planters grace the plaza and small prairie plantings cap 
the outermost wings. Underlying all this, however, is the 
underground parking garage for the buildings. Working 

with this type of rooftop garden will be a new experience.

Our gardens are open to the public, with the excep-
tion of courtyards in the assisted resident households. 
Madison Park’s Northeast Park borders the campus and 
the park’s walkway curves around to intersect with ours. 
We often see families from the neighborhood taking a 
stroll or joggers trotting down our paths. If you contact us 
ahead of time (608-230-4551), we’ll be happy to arrange 
a tour. But, as we can always use volunteer help, don’t be 
surprised if we ask you to pull a weed or two as we go.

Oakwood Village (cont. from p.1)
Song Sparrow Buying Spree 

Saturdays, June 1 and June 15, 8 am. - noon - LAST 
CHANCE BUYING OPPORTUNITY at SONG SPARROW FARM, 
13101 E Rye Rd, Avalon WI. 

You can preorder online at www.songsparrow.com (click 
on “Pick up and Open House” dates) and have plants ready 
prior to arrival. Things are selling out and once they are gone 
- they are gone!!!

Klehm’s Song Sparrow (approx. 1 hr from Madison)
1: Go South on I-39 S /I-90 toward Janesville/Chicago
2: EXIT 171B and merge east onto E US-14 – go 2.4 miles
3: Turn LEFT onto County Road-A – go 7.5 miles
4: Turn RIGHT onto N. SCHARINE RD. – go 0.1 miles
5: Turn LEFT onto E. RYE Rd. – go 0.8 miles
6: End at 13101 E. Rye Rd, Avalon, WI 53505
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Although we have tried to list here key 
events of interest in the coming garden sea-
son, many events have not yet been final-
ized or are too extensive to cover here. We 
recommend that you also visit the following 
websites for info on events, education and 
how to become more involved with garden 
entities in the area and others nearby.

• Allen Centennial Garden in Madison 

• Boerner Botanical Gardens in Milwau-
kee.

• Chicago Botanic Garden.

• Green Bay Botanical Garden 

• Lynden Sculpture Garden in Milwaukee 

• Mitchell Park Horticultural Park (The 
Domes) in Milwaukee 

• Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL 

• Olbrich Botanical Gardens in Madison

• Paine Art Center and Gardens in Osh-
kosh 

• Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville 

• University of Wisconsin-Madison Arbo-
retum 

Saturday, April 6, Orchid Sale, organized 
by the Orchid Grower’s Guild of Madison, 
10 am. –while supplies last, Olbrich Bo-
tanical Gardens. 

Saturday, April 13, Midwest Gourd Fest, 
organized by the Wisconsin Gourd Soci-
ety, 9 am.-4 pm., Olbrich Botanical Gar-
dens. 

Saturday, April 27, Native Plant Garden 
Tour: Early Signs of Spring, 1-3 pm., UW-
Madison Arboretum. As trees begin to 
leaf out, spring ephemerals might be 
blooming in the woodland gardens, and 
pasqueflower and prairie-smoke in the 
prairie gardens. Susan Carpenter will lead 
this tour. Tour is free and begins at the Ar-
boretum Visitors Center.

May 3, 4, 15, 16 and June 7, 8, 21, 22 (ten-
tative dates) Habitat for Humanity Plant 

Sale. At Restore East on 
Monona Dr; one sale will 
be held May 25 at ReStore 

West on Odana Road. There will also be 
a blooming daylily sale in July (date TBA). 
Also new this year will be ANNUALS, with 
flats or six packs of annual flowers and 
vegetables at the May and June sales. The 
general pricing will be $4 each or 3 for 
$10 with exceptions for named daylilies, 
larger pots or rarer varieties of plants. In 
addition, a large selection of rain garden 
plants will be available. Contact is plant-
lady123@outlook.com.

Saturday, May 4, Family Garden Day, Al-
len Centennial Garden. 

Saturday, May 4, Longenecker Horticul-
tural Gardens Tour: Magnolias, 1-3 pm., 
UW-Madison Arboretum. Tour the gar-
dens’ extensive magnolia collection, and 
other spring flowering plants encoun-
tered along the way, with Michael Jesi-
olowski, Chicago Botanic Garden senior 
horticulturist. Tour is free and begins at 
the Arboretum Visitors Center.

Saturday, May 4, Willy Street Park Annual 
Plant Sale, 9 am.-2 pm., 1002 Williamson 
St. Rain or shine!

Sunday, May 5, Dahlia Tuber Sale, orga-

2019 – Other Gardening Events of Note

https://allencentennialgarden.org/
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Parks/Explore/Boerner-Botanical-Gardens
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
https://gbbg.org/ 
https://www.lyndensculpturegarden.org
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Parks/Explore/The-Domes
https://www.mortonarb.org/
http://www.olbrich.org/
https://www.thepaine.org/
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/ 
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/ 
http://www.orchidguild.org
http://www.wisconsingourdsociety.org
http://www.wisconsingourdsociety.org
http:// wisconsingourdsociety.org
http://www.arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
http://www.arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
mailto:plantlady123%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:plantlady123%40outlook.com?subject=
https://allencentennialgarden.org
https://allencentennialgarden.org
http://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
http://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
http://www.badgerdahlia.org
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nized by the Badger State Dahlia Society, 
11 am.-2 pm., Olbrich Botanical Gardens. 

Friday, May 10-Saturday, May 11, Plant 
Sale with the Pros, Friday 11 am.-5 pm., 
Saturday 9 am.-3 pm., Olbrich Botanical 
Gardens. Proceeds from the sale benefit 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens.  

Saturday, May 11, Friends of Arboretum 
Native Plant Sale, 9 am.-2 pm., UW-Madi-
son Arboretum Visitor Center, 1207 Semi-
nole Highway, Madison.  

Saturday, May 11, Grant County Plant 
Sale, Grant County Fairgrounds, 916 E. 
Elm St., Lancaster, WI.  

Saturday, May 11, African Violet Sale, or-
ganized by Crosstown African Violet Club, 
9 am.-4 pm., Olbrich Botanical Gardens. 
For more information call 608-850-9740.

Saturday, May 11, Community Ground-
works 2019 Plant Sale, 10 am.-2 pm., Troy 
Farm, 502 Troy Dr. (in parking lot at Troy 
Drive and Lerdahl Road). Over 20 types 
and 75 varieties of vegetables and herbs, 
all plants certified as organic, grown on-
site in greenhouse and hoophouse, hard-
ened off, and ready to plant.

Sunday, May 12, Longenecker Horticul-
tural Gardens Tour: Lilacs and Crabap-
ples, 1-3 pm., UW-Madison Arboretum. 
Enjoy spring blooms and scents in the 
lilac and crabapple collections with David 
Stevens, who will highlight some of his fa-

vorite selections. Tour is free and begins 
at the Arboretum Visitors Center. 

May 13-17, National Public Gardens 
Week at Green Bay Botanical Garden, 9 
am.-7 pm. Admission free to all on Friday, 
May 17.  

Saturday, May 18, Longenecker Horti-
cultural Gardens Tour: Rare and Uncom-
mon Native Wisconsin Trees and Shrubs, 
1-3 pm., UW-Madison Arboretum. Join 
Keith Phelps, Arboretum horticultural 
technician, on a tour highlighting unique 
and rare Wisconsin woody natives. Learn 
about their ecology, cultural significance, 
conservation concerns, and landscape 
use. Tour is free and begins at the Arbore-
tum Visitors Center. 

Saturday, May 18, UW Extension South-
east Wisconsin Master Gardener 24th 
Annual Perennial Plant Sale, 8 am.-1 pm., 
rain or shine, cash or checks. For more in-
formation, go to Facebook: sewmgplant-
sale

Saturday, May 18-Sunday, May 19, Bon-
sai Show, organized by the Badger Bonsai 
Society, Saturday 9 am.-4:30 pm., Sunday 
10:00 am.-4:30 pm., Olbrich Botanical Gar-
dens.  

Saturday, May 25, Ozaukee Master Gar-
dener Heirlooms & 
Herbs Plant Sale, 9 
am.-noon, Concordia 

University Field House, 12800 Lake Shore 
Dr., Mequon, WI. Free Parking/Admission.

Sunday, May 26, Iris Show, organized 
by the Madison Area Iris Society, noon-5 
pm., Olbrich Botanical Gardens. For more 
information call 608-271-3607.

May 31-June 1, Garden Fair @ Green Bay 
Botanical Garden. Cost: Free into Garden 
Fair; Free/GBBG Member; Half Off General 
Admission/General Public. May 31, noon-
7:00 pm., June 1, 8 am.-2 pm.  

Sunday, June 2, UWEX Waupaca County 
Master Gardener Annual Spring Plant 
Sale, 8 am.-2 pm., Education Bldg., Wau-
paca County Fairgrounds, 602 South St., 
in Weyauwega, WI.  

Wednesday, June 12, Native Plant Garden 
Tour: Woodland, Savanna, and Prairie 
Gardens, 7:00 pm., UW-Madison Arbore-
tum. Celebrate late spring by visiting our 
woodland, savanna, and prairie gardens. 
This tour, led by Susan Carpenter. Tour is 
free and begins at the Arboretum Visitors 
Center.

Sunday, June 16, Rose Show, organized 
by The Madison Rose Society, noon-4 pm., 
Olbrich Botanical Gardens. Free and open 
to public. For more information call 608-
634-2146.

(Continued on page 6)

http://www.olbrich.org
http://www.olbrich.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/get-involved/friends/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/get-involved/friends/
http://grantcountymastergardeners.weebly.com/
http://grantcountymastergardeners.weebly.com/
http://www.arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
https://gbbg.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
http://www.badgerbonsai.net
http://www.badgerbonsai.net
http://www.ozaukeemastergardeners.org
http://www.ozaukeemastergardeners.org
http://www.ozaukeemastergardeners.org
https://gbbg.org
https://gbbg.org
https://wimastergardener.org/events/waupaca-county-master-gardener-spring-plant-sale/
https://wimastergardener.org/events/waupaca-county-master-gardener-spring-plant-sale/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours
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Wednesday, June 19, Native Plant Garden 
Tour: What’s Blooming? 7 pm., Join Susan 
Carpenter to find, compare, and learn 
about flowers on native trees, shrubs, and 
herbaceous plants. Tour is free and begins 
at the Arboretum Visitors Center.

Friday, June 28, Allen Centennial Gardens 
30th Anniversary Celebration, 5-8 pm. 
You are invited to celebrate this milestone 
year on a beautiful evening complete 
with live entertainment, food and refresh-
ments, activities and special recognitions. 
This event is free and open to all.

Wednesday, July 10-13, Saturday, Ameri-
can Hemerocallis Society 73rd National 
Convention, Madison Marriott-West, 1313 
John Q. Hammons Dr., Middleton, hosted 
by the Wisconsin Daylily Society. For more 
details, visit the convention website. 

Friday, July 12-Saturday, July 13, Olbrich 
Home Garden Tour: Gardens of Stough-
ton, organized by Olbrich Botanical Gar-
dens, 9:00 am.-3:00 pm. Tickets are $13 for 
Olbrich members and $15 for the general 
public.  

July 13-14, Sangerhouse Gardens in Mil-
waukee Garden Tour, with the gardens 
open to the public and speakers includ-
ing Melinda Myers (on 7/14). This event 
will raise funds for Historic Milwaukee, 
Brewers Hill & the Friends of the Dome, 
along with funding more improvements 

at the garden. You’ll find an article on the 
garden – Good Design is Worth the Wait – 
in the April 2019 edition of Fine Garden-
ing. Follow them on Facebook at Sanger-
HouseGardens.

Wednesday, July 17, Garden Tour: Plants 
for Pollinators, 7 pm., UW-Madison Arbo-
retum. Learn about summer-blooming 
native and ornamental species in Arbore-
tum gardens. Susan Carpenter will high-
light plants and gardening practices that 
support essential pollinators in urban/
suburban landscapes. Tour is free and be-
gins at the Arboretum Visitors Center. 

July 18-August 11, Olbrich’s Blooming 
Butterflies, 10 am.-4 pm. daily, Olbrich Bo-
tanical Gardens. 

July 26-August 4, Sunflowers Days return 
to Pope Farm Conservancy, 7440 Old Sauk 
Rd, Verona. After a year’s absence, this be-
loved event of summer returns with a few 
changes to assure visitor safety in light of 
the large  crowds the event draws, includ-
ing a fee for admission, parking and shut-
tle (free for children under 12). For more 
info, follow them on Facebook at Friend-
sOfPopeFarmConservancy.

Wednesday, August 7, Native Plant Gar-
den Tour: Native Grasses, 7 pm., UW-
Madison Arboretum. Susan Carpenter will 
focus on color, size, and features of native 
Wisconsin grasses, from tiny mustache 
grass to big bluestem. Tour is free and be-
gins at the Arboretum Visitors Center.

Saturday-Sunday, August 17-18, Wiscon-
sin Daylily Society Sale, at Olbrich Park 
(a bigger sale in a new location near the 
beach house and Biergarten!) 

Gleam: Art in a New Light, Olbrich Bo-
tanical Gardens. August 28-31, 7:30-10:30 
pm.; September 4-7, 7:30-10:30 pm.; Sep-
tember 11-14, 18-21, 25-28 7:30-10:30 
pm.; October 2-5, 9-12, 16-19, 23-26, 6:30-
9:30 pm.  

Saturday, September 14, Native Plant 
Garden Tour: Fall in the Native Plant Gar-
den, 1-3 pm., UW-Madison Arboretum. 
Color, fruits, seeds, late blooming plants, 
late-season insects—we will find these 
and more in the diverse native plant gar-
dens. Susan Carpenter will lead this tour. 
Tour is free and begins at the Arboretum 
Visitors Center. 

Friday, September 27, Crackle Fire & 
Froth, 7-10 pm., Olbrich Botanical Gar-
dens. Watch the flames from bonfires 
dance on the Great Lawn, with live music, 
sample a variety of foods from top-notch 
local vendors and frothy Wisconsin brews. 

Saturday, September 28, Longenecker 
Horticultural Gardens Tour: Medicinal 
Plants, 1-3 pm., UW-Madison Arboretum. 
Explore the historical and contemporary 
medicinal uses of woody plants with Jane 
Hawley Stevens of Four Elements Herbals. 
Tour is free and begins at the Arboretum 
Visitors Center. 

Saturday, October 5, Longenecker Horti-
cultural Gardens Tour: Coni-
fers, 1-3 pm., UW-Madison 
Arboretum. David Stevens 
will explore the pinetum, 
the largest and most di-
verse conifer collection in 
the state. Located on a gla-
cial drumlin, the collection 
presents a diverse array of 
conifers from around the 
world. Tour is free and be-
gins at the Arboretum Visi-
tors Center.

Saturday, October 12, Lon-
genecker Horticultural Gar-
dens Tour: Fall Favorites, 
1-3 pm., UW-Madison Ar-
boretum. Enjoy the colorful 
show of trees and shrubs 
before winter dormancy. 
Michael Jesiolowski, senior 
horticulturist at Chicago Bo-
tanic Garden, will highlight 

Gardening Events (cont. from p. 5)

https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://ahs2019national.com/
https://ahs2019national.com/
https://ahs2019national.com/
http://website
http://www.olbrich.org
http://www.olbrich.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
http://www.olbrich.org
http://www.olbrich.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/ 
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/ 
http://www.wisdaylilysoc.org/
http://www.wisdaylilysoc.org/
http://www.olbrich.org
http://www.olbrich.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
http://www.olbrich.org
http://www.olbrich.org
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/learn/tours/garden-tours/
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I grew up on the rock hard clay of 
Thiensville, WI. My mother did her best 
with a pickax every year and managed to 
grow a lovely little old-fashioned flower 
garden. One year I was allowed to plant 
and take care of a bed of marigolds and 
another year my mother devoted herself 
to an 8 x 10 square of vegetables; the 
burst of flavors from lovingly grown and 
fresh picked beans, carrots and tomatoes 
astonished me.  

After attending the UW and grad 
school in Delaware, I came back, got a job 
in Madison, married and moved into my 
husband’s two-flat on the Isthmus. There 
we made six raised beds in the backyard 
and planted raspberries and asparagus 

and put narrow flower gardens around 
the house. In 1986 we bought our old 
house on the near West side. It came 
complete with the vestiges of a decades-
old garden that had been neglected and 
allowed to be overridden with volunteer 
saplings. To my delight, I found that just 
about every classic old plant that toler-
ates alkaline soil had survived. Now, we 
have eight raised beds in the side yard, 
a formal English style garden in the front 
and a trees-y shade garden in the back. 
I spend most of the summer in the yard 
listening to birds singing, weeding, and 
trying to outwit the ever increasing list of 
animals who want to eat my vegetables. 
In the winter I research what will grow un-

der our four black 
walnut trees. 

I am retired and 
worked for four 
years for the State 
Historical Society 
and then for 29 
years as the His-
toric Preservation Planner for the City of 
Madison. Besides gardening I like reading, 
sailing, cooking and traveling, especially 
in the UK where my long-suffering hus-
band gets dragged along to many inspir-
ing gardens. I have been a member of the 
WHPS for several years and am happy to 
do what I can to contribute to its success.

As many of you may be aware, the Klehm 
Family has retired from the horticulture in-
dustry after 3 generations of nurserymen. 
Over the years, Roy Klehm has introduced 
many new plant varieties including woody 
introductions as well as herbaceous plants, 
many of which are daylilies, tree peonies, 
herbaceous peonies and hosta. He has 
worked with several breeders to introduce 
some of the best shade trees, crabapples, 
magnolias and lilacs in the industry. 

As of spring 2019, Song Sparrow is now 
under new ownership. A neighboring 
farmer has purchased Song Sparrow and is 
fully committed to the 2019 shipping sea-
son. We will continue to work hard to get 
as many plants as possible into the hands 
of our garden fanatic customers this year. 
We have the same awesome staff and 
quality plants, as always. In addition to our 
60 greenhouses of perennials, trees and 
shrubs, acres of peonies and daylilies, we 
have also been propagating and growing 
many liners for our sister company, Beaver 
Creek, which is now going through its own 
change in ownership. Basically we have 
three generations of stock on hand ranging 
from large garden ready, bare root plants 
to trays of plugs.  We are encouraging our 
customers to send us their ‘wish list’ items 
and we would be happy to review our in-
ventories for you. The future beyond 2019 
is somewhat unclear at this point but we 
are fortunate to push through this season 
with a positive outlook. 

We would be happy to answer any ques-

tions and welcome you to visit us this sea-
son during our Spring Greenhouse Open 
Houses; Saturday June 1 from 8 am. to 
noon or Saturday June 15 from 8 am. to 
noon. We highly recommend preordering 
items, since we ship all spring. You may or-
der online for both these event dates.  

Best wishes to you, our faithful and lov-
ing gardening friends at WHPS, we greatly 
appreciate your continued loyalty over the 
years and look forward to seeing and meet-
ing you all very soon. 

See our map and location on page 3.

The Song Sparrow Staff – Jose, Erika, Tannis 

Hosta of the year, 2019
The American Hosta Growers Associa-

tion has selected for their 2019 Hosta of 
the Year Hosta ‘Lakeside Paisley Print’. It 
is a small (10” high X 30” wide) with “heart-
shaped leaves with very wide, wavy, 
green margins. The narrow, creamy white 
markings in the center of the leaves shoot 
out from the cream colored petioles in a 
feathery pattern.”  To see a full list of past 
winners, click here.

New Director Kitty Rankin 

Greetings from Song Sparrow Nursery 
the best fall foliage, form, and fruit dis-
plays from Acer to Zelkova. Tour is free 
and begins at the Arboretum Visitors 
Center.

Remembering our members
Mary Polancih, a long-time mem-

ber of WHPS, passed away on Tuesday, 
March 19. She served WHPS well over 
the years, hosting garden tours and 
plant digs, helping at the Plant Sale, 
working the Expo booth and regularly 
attending meetings and garden tours.  
She was always willing to share advice 
and was active in her garden through 
last summer.  We offer sincere condo-
lences to her sister.   

WHPS also lost member Sherry Shaft 
on Wednesday, March 20. Sherry, 67, 
was a certified consulting rosarian and 
judge for the American Rose Society and 
served as President of the Madison Rose 
Society. She was a master gardener who 
grew 300 roses in her garden. Sherry had 
made plans to meet her friend and fel-
low WHPS member Beverly Konieczny at 
our March meeting early enough to pur-
chase the two hellebores she wanted.  
Beverly had saved her a seat and didn’t 
know why Sherry hadn’t come to the 
meeting.  Sherry had died unexpectedly 
of a heart attack at noon that day.  

Gardening Events (cont. from p. 6)

http://www.hostagrowers.org/Hosta_of_the_Year.html?fbclid=IwAR3YmiIAv8m21b0-lKmVqLt4Tf27Uzyh-t6q7EbvSVn73a6UKdCAjVatD6U
http://www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/Mary-Polancih?obId=4241622#/celebrationWall
https://madison.com/news/local/obituaries/shaft-sheryl-ann-sherry/article_6810dea9-21cc-5504-96d0-353848efca2a.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
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New Members to WHPS
The following members have recently joined WHPS – wel-

come!

Christine Albert, Gina Bailey, Amy Baitinger, Pam Blair, Mary 
Bollig, Douglas & Terrie Brown, Anne Bucalo, Linda Christen, 
Richard Davidson, Fred & Ellen Deines, Diane Flynn, Michael 
Gerard, Glenyss Gilliam, Jean Gohlke, Michael Hotter & Diane 
Kachel, Kelly Kearns, Reni Kilcoyne, Cindy Koschmann, Bar-
bara Lanser, De Ann Larson, Linda Ludden, Lesleigh Luttrell, 
Susan Marth, Kathy McComb, Sharon Milliken, Linda Minch, 
Sally Mueller, Sara and Dennis O’Loughlin, Claudia Prunuske, 
Mark Rekoske, Sonia Rohde, Marla Shawver, Sharon Schmitz, 
Claudia Schneider, Jo Stewart, Claudia Stine, Melba & Ralph 
Stockhausen, Nancy Stratman, Jim & Shirley Walczak, and 
Nikki and Jason Weber.

Members in print
Fine Gardening, April 2019
• Lady and Painted Ferns –  Richard Hawke (Plant Evaluator at 

CBG and our April speaker) – page 56
• Great Woody Plants/Midwest Regional Picks – Erin Presley (Ol-

brich Hort Staff) – page 80
• Good Design is Worth the Wait – not WHPS members, but 

Sangerhouse Gardens is in Milwaukee and was included on 
a 2017 WHPS bus trip – page 34 (see Other Events of Note for 
info on Sangerhouse tours in July)

Garden Gate, April 2019
• Grow in Gravel: Stop Watering – Article about gravel gar-

dens with photos of Olbrich and Jeff Epping and his front 
yard – page 14

Chicagoland Gardening, March/April 2019
• Jeff Epping/Olbrich and Mark Dwyer/Rotary are both 

quoted (and some photos) in the Try a Sedge Lawn and 
Woodland Wonders articles.

Hosting an Open Garden 
We want to see your garden!

In the past, WHPS members have hosted open gardens 
with attendance ranging from 20-75 people, and all found 
it to be a very positive experience. Hosting an open garden 
gives you the opportunity to invite people to visit your gar-
den at very short notice, when you think it’s looking espe-
cially good. All you have to do is contact us a few days to a 
week (or more) ahead at wisconsinhps@gmail.com with a 
date, time, address, and short garden description, and we 
will send out an email invitation to our members. 

Last year ten members were inspired to open their gar-
dens, often in conjunction with another nearby garden that 
was opening. That was wonderful! It only could have been 
better if they had been spread out over the season. One 
was in May and the other nine were between July 12-26. 
How about other spring gardens? Or a garden with great 
fall color or beautiful ornamental grasses?
Feel free to email with questions/concerns. We know we 
have many members with lovely gardens and we’d like to 
see them! 
 — Jane LaFlash

2019 Garden Expo Wrapup 
Many thanks to volunteers Jane Gahlman, Suzy Bowditch, Sarah 

Chen, Barbara Obst, Ann Kleckner, Missy Bodden, Emily Bucking-
ham, Lois Anderson, Martha Zydowsky, Laurie McDowell, Carolyn 
Coffey, Beth Holden, Maggie Carrao, Jeannette Golden, Debra En-
dres, Barbara Borders, Jane LaFlash, Shari Voss, Jayne Squirrell, Ra-
chael Drechsel, Donna Freiman, and Lynn and Gregory Belanger for 
volunteering. Their time and interaction with the Expo attendees is 
very much appreciated!

WHPS-sponsored speaker Mark Konlock presented Holistic Land-
scape Design – Considering Nature When Choosing Plants to a full 
house. His handout can be found on our website. 

Below is a breakdown of attendance by day, compared to num-
bers from the previous four years. Total attendance for the three-day 
event was 16,038 (up slightly from last year and down 7% from the 
5-year average).

2019: Friday (3,582), Saturday (8,319), Sunday (4,137), Total (16,038)
2018: Friday (3,612), Saturday (8,029), Sunday (4,303), Total (15,944)
2017: Friday (4,298), Saturday (9,402), Sunday (5,164), Total (18,864)
2016: Friday (4,232), Saturday (9,733), Sunday (4,105), Total (18,070)
2015: Friday (3,575), Saturday (8,653), Sunday (4,585), Total (16,813)

It has been my pleasure to help organize our participation in the 
Garden Expo for the past few years. WHPS Board Member Donna 
Freiman will be taking over the organization of the WHPS booth and 
speaker for the Garden Expo next year.

– Shirley Scriver (Garden Expo WHPS Volunteer Coordinator)

mailto:wisconsinhps%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/uploads/7/5/7/4/75745871/wpt_2019_-_holistic_landscape_design_handout_-_mark_a._konlock.pdf
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The principals of landscaping negate a “one-size-fits-all” ap-
proach to garden design. Choosing plants for a site is a multi-
faceted decision including soil quality, sunlight, water condi-
tions, size of the site, homeowner esthetic, goals (i.e. natives, 
pollinator, privacy, etc.), the list goes on. That said, as gardeners, 
we’re always curious about what great plants are out there, and 
love to learn what the experts are using. Although the designers 
and architects at Madison area Ganshert Nursery & Landscapes 
LLC were reluctant to be held to just a couple of choices, I was 
able to get them to share a few of their personal “faves!”

Perennials 
Sun
Designer Stephanie A. chose 

Allium for her “go-to” because of 
its durability, texture, and shape. 
Steph likes using Alliums for plant-
ing “en masse.” Once the flowers have faded, the remaining 
globose seed-heads retain interest. As a member of the onion 
family, they resist deer too!  Allium ‘Millenium’ blooms June thru 
September.   

Shade
Steph says it’s tough to beat 

Pulmonaria, not only for its bright 
colored flowers, but for the texture 
and color of the leaves. Pulmonaria 
‘Raspberry Splash’ is a favorite for 
its “spectacularly speckled semi-
evergreen foliage.” Growing in an upright basal clump to 12” tall 
and to 18” wide, it is a diminutive powerhouse.

Grasses
Sun
Many perennial grasses are on 

the market, but designer Sean P. 
chooses Skyracer Tall Moor Grass 
(Molinia caeruela ssp. Arundinacea 
‘Skyracer) for sun, as it works in 
“providing great structure and 
vertical presence while maintaining 
a wonderfully wispy fine texture. 
Golden fall color is an added benefit.”

Shade
For shade, Sean goes with Golden 

Variegated Japanese Forest Grass 
(Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola’). 
“This is a great textural plant that 
brightens up any shady spot,” Sean 

explains. “I love using it along paths, at the front of perennial 
borders and tucked around boulder groupings.”

Shrubs 
Sun 
Designer Errin S. chose Fothergilla 

x intermedia ‘Blue Shadow’ for its 
“adorable bottlebrush-like flow-
ers that have a slight honey scent, 
powdery blue foliage and amazing 
fall color. It is truly a multi-season-
interest beast.” It weighs in at a nice 
size, with a height of 5’-6’ and spread of 4’-5.’ 

                                                                                       

Shade:
For shade-tolerant shrubs, Errin 

selected Roy’s Dark Red Sweetshrub 
(Calycanthus floridus ‘Roy’s Dark 
Red’) for “its unique dark maroon 
flowers, interesting fragrance (pine-
apple-strawberry scent released at 
sunrise and sunset) and fall color.” 
At 6’-8’ tall and 8’-10’ wide it has a 
larger profile.

Trees   
“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second-best 

time is now.” - Chinese Proverb

Deciduous 
“A fabulous and somewhat 

under utilized large shade tree, the 
Kentucky Colonel Coffee tree (Gym-
nocladus dioicus ‘Kentucky Colo-
nel’) is a wonderful choice,” says 
Paul Ganshert, landscape architect 
and owner of Ganshert Nursery 
and Landscapes, LLC. “A Midwest 
native, it has attractive rough bark, 
and is a moderately fast grower.” With blue-green compound 
leaves turning yellow in fall, it is both picturesque and tough as 
nails.” This male cultivar will not produce seedpods.  

Coniferous
Techny Arbovitae (Thuja oc-

cidentalis ‘Techny’) is a wonderful 
nativar for evergreen screening at 
25’ tall and 10’ wide. It has a piney 
scent and green scaled foliage that 
fans out in flat sprays which form 
a dense conical shape overall. “It is the only evergreen that we 
can safely remove 1/4-1/3 of the central leader and reshape if it 
gets higher than you’d like.” adds Paul. 

Go-to Perennials, Shrubs and Trees   
By Laurie Robertson, WHPS member and Nursery Manager, 
Ganshert Nursery & Landscapes, LLC
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Volunteering at the Teaching Garden is the perfect match for 
plant enthusiasts! Would you like to learn more about drought-
tolerant plants, seed collection, vegetable gardening, pruning 
techniques, plant division and propagation, how to design a 
pollinator garden or install drip irrigation, and more? Consider 
joining the Teaching Garden’s Adopt-a-Garden Program.

The Teaching Garden, surrounding the Extension Dane Coun-
ty office building at 5201 Fen Oak Drive, was established in 2004 
as an outdoor classroom for Master Volunteers and an educa-
tional resource to the public. Each year around 40 new Master 
Gardener Volunteers receive training in the classroom and in the 
Teaching Garden. The garden is maintained by these volunteers 
working in teams dedicated to caring for individual beds. This 
is the only public garden in the area featuring plant labels with 
scannable QR codes that link to detailed profiles on each plant. 

The Adopt-a-Garden Program, established in 2016, involves 
teams of volunteers caring for each of the 12 distinct garden 
areas: a Color Wheel Garden, Edibles Garden, Naturalistic Gar-
den, Pollinator Garden, Prairie, Rain Garden, Rock Garden, Shade 
Garden and more. The purpose of organizing into teams is to 
develop expertise and a sense of ownership in the care of a par-
ticular garden area, and also to provide an environment for shar-
ing knowledge and experience among master gardeners. Each 
team has a leader or co-leaders who are experienced Master 
Gardener Volunteers, working under the direction of the Exten-
sion horticulture staff.

The Adopt-a-Garden Program has been a huge success thanks 
to volunteers! Many exciting changes are in the planning process 

for 2019: install-
ing an 18 x 36 
foot greenhouse 
on the west side 
of the garden; 
expanding the 
Demonstrat ion 
Prairie to the 
sidewalk (a 50% 
increase); build-
ing and installing 
prairie seed pro-
duction boxes; 
adding more perennials in the Color Wheel Garden; installing a 
drip irrigation system in the Edibles Garden, and other ideas. It’s a 
rewarding place to spend your time while learning new skills and 
meeting new people.

If you are looking to learn more about gardening, connect 
with our community, or put your distinct skills to use – we are 
looking for you! Note that by serving on a team, we are not ask-
ing for any greater time commitment than you are able to make. 
You can work any days that are convenient for you. To join a team 
please contact me (Karen Allenstein, kallenstein@charter.net) by 
mid-April and indicate your garden area of interest. Team lead-
ers will provide orientation for all new members in late April/
early May.

For more information about the Teaching Garden, visit our 
website or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/uwex-
teachinggarden. Please consider serving on an Adopt-a-Garden 
team in 2019. And be sure to include the Teaching Garden in 
your plans for summer garden tours! 

Volunteering at the Teaching Garden  
Contributed by Karen Allenstein, Master Gardener

http://www.dane.uwex.edu/horticulture/teaching-garden
http://www.facebook.com/uwexteachinggarden
http://www.facebook.com/uwexteachinggarden
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by Adam Cohen, Smithsonian.com, Octo-
ber 31, 2018. Read online.

They say the early bird catches the 
worm. For native songbirds in suburban 
backyards, however, finding enough food 
to feed a family is often impossible. 

A newly released survey of Carolina 
chickadee populations in the Washing-
ton, D.C., metro area shows that even a 
relatively small proportion of nonnative 
plants can make a habitat unsustain-
able for native bird species. The study, 
published last week in Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, is the first 
to examine the three-way interaction be-
tween plants, arthropods that eat those 
plants, and insectivorous birds that rely 
on caterpillars, spiders and other arthro-
pods as food during the breeding season. 
Based on data collected in the backyards 
of citizen-scientist homeowners, the re-
searchers arrived at an explicit threshold: 
In areas made up of less than 70 percent 
native plant biomass, Carolina chickadees 
will not produce enough young to sustain 
their populations. At 70 percent or higher, 
the birds can thrive. 

“There has been a lot of press lately 
about drastic insect declines and insectiv-
orous bird declines,” says the study’s lead 
author Desirée Narango, who pursued her 
research at the Smithsonian Migratory 
Bird Center. “We hear a lot in conservation 
that things are in trouble, and they are. So I 
think this study is a nice example of some-
thing that we can actually do at home to 
make some positive ecological change.” 

While studying for her Ph.D. in entomol-
ogy and urban ecology at the University 
of Delaware, Narango hoped to focus her 
dissertation research on how nonnative 
trees and shrubs, popular in horticulture, 
affect food web interactions in urban ar-
eas. Neighborhood Nestwatch, a citizen-
science program housed within the Smith-
sonian’s National Zoo and Conservation 
Biology Institute, provided tailor-made 
infrastructure for such a study. Founded 
in 1999 by Doug Tallamy, Narango’s Ph.D. 
advisor, and Pete Marra, director of the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center, Neigh-
borhood Nestwatch enlists Washington-
area community members to track color-
banded birds and monitor nests. 

In 2013, Narango and her colleagues 

placed tubes in the 
backyards of more than 
150 Nestwatch partici-
pants to attract breed-
ing Carolina chickadees, 
which nest in dead tree 
limbs and other cavi-
ties. Over the next three 
breeding seasons, the 
homeowners monitored 
the nesting tubes, input-
ting data into an online 
repository. Meanwhile, 
the researchers carried 
out systematic plant 
and insect surveys in the 
area around each tube, 
venturing into neigh-
boring yards to match 
the 50-meter radius that 
makes up the territory of the breeding 
chickadees. 

To build a population growth model, 
the scientists tracked the year-to-year 
survival of more than 800 adult birds, us-
ing the homeowners’ reports and archival 
Nestwatch data. To determine the surviv-
al rate of fledglings that had left the nest, 
the research team employed a technique 
called radio telemetry, placing transmit-
ters on adults and following them around 
the neighborhood to study their young. 
The results showed that, as the propor-
tion of a habitat’s nonnative plant bio-
mass increases, chickadees are forced 
to change their diet and are less able to 
successfully reproduce. If more than 30 
percent of total biomass in a given area 
is nonnative, chickadees are not able to 
maintain a stable local population. 

“I was very impressed with the data 
quality and scale of analysis that allows for 
a robust test of how nonnative plants can 
influence the birds living in these habitats,” 
says Chris Lepczyk, a professor of wildlife 
biology and conservation at Auburn Uni-
versity who was not affiliated with the 
study. “This work is critically important 
towards advancing our understanding of 
nonnative and invasive species and how 
they may appear benign, but still markedly 
affect the ecosystem.” 

For the homeowners involved in the 
research, witnessing the effects that their 
landscaping decisions have on the eco-
system was a transformative experience. 

Beth Stewart, a self-described “bird 
nerd” who lives in Silver Spring, Mary-
land, was “heartbroken” after Narango ap-
proached her in 2013. Narango said that 
the yard behind Stewart’s recently pur-
chased home would be a valuable one 
to include in the study, as it was “a per-
fect example of what not to do.” Stewart 
agreed to participate and is now a vocal 
advocate for planting native, avoiding 
any nonnative additions to her yard and 
encouraging other community members 
to do the same in her emails to the neigh-
borhood listserv. “Being a part of any citi-
zen science like this just opens your eyes,” 
she says. “It just makes you an evangelical 
for trying to get people to do the right 
thing.” 

Debbie Hollander, of Arlington, Virgin-
ia, was similarly moved. In the first year 
of the study, her backyard was home to 
four chicks, only one of which survived to 
fledge. In the following years, there were 
no Carolina chickadee nests at all. “I al-
ways knew that native plants were impor-
tant, but actually seeing these scientists 
walking around and counting caterpillars 
on the leaves really brought it home to 
me,” says Hollander. “I would never, ever 
plant anything now that’s nonnative.”

Across yards like Stewart’s and Holland-
er’s, Narango’s team documented roughly 
360 different species of trees and shrubs. 
The most popular nonnatives in the re-
gion are ornamental street trees, such as 
ginkgo and crape myrtle. 

(Continued on page 12)

Ecologists have this simple request to homeowners—plant native     

In areas made up of less than 70 percent native plant biomass, Carolina chickadees will 
not produce enough young to sustain their populations. At 70 percent or higher, the 
birds can thrive. (Desirée Narango)

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/ecologists-have-simple-request-homeownersplant-native-180970655/
https://www.pnas.org/content/115/45/11549
https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2018/10/15/hyperalarming-study-shows-massive-insect-loss/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.73fca4afd564
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/10/several-species-insects-have-almost-completely-vanished-some-tropical-forests?utm_source=6&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=AAAS---The-American-Association-for-the-Advancement-of-Science-%28AAAS.Science%29&utm_term=WebEd&utm_content=AAAS&fbclid=IwAR1cAhFb1nbrPPieXNjKNW7IPJ66FugBygsNTTvJOCyv-IFUMVD4MBef_xc
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/10/several-species-insects-have-almost-completely-vanished-some-tropical-forests?utm_source=6&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=AAAS---The-American-Association-for-the-Advancement-of-Science-%28AAAS.Science%29&utm_term=WebEd&utm_content=AAAS&fbclid=IwAR1cAhFb1nbrPPieXNjKNW7IPJ66FugBygsNTTvJOCyv-IFUMVD4MBef_xc
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds/neighborhood-nestwatch
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“I like to joke, especially with crape myr-
tles, because they’re really popular in D.C., 
that it’s like a statue in someone’s yard,” 
says Narango. “It’s not actually providing 
any ecological services, even though a lot 
of people find them very pretty.” 

Some of the nonnative culprits may be 
related to native species but still are not a 
boon to the local environment. American 
elm, red maple, and black cherry, for ex-
ample, are far more beneficial to wildlife 
than Chinese elm, Japanese maple, and 
Japanese cherry. The 70/30 threshold, 
though, gives homeowners a bit of lee-
way. “If you have a really beautiful Japa-
nese maple that your grandmother gave 
you, it’s ok to have that one,” says Nara-
ngo, “as long as you have lots of native 
plants as well that can provide ecological 
services for the birds and support local 
food webs.”

Despite the fact that the study focused 
on one bird species, the results hold im-
plications for countless other species, in-
cluding the migratory birds that rely on 
the same resources as Carolina chicka-

dees on their journeys 
from South and Cen-
tral America to the bo-
real forests of Canada. 
Likewise, the findings 
can be extrapolated 
to habitats beyond 
the mid-Atlantic U.S. 
“The general trend 
will almost certainly 
hold true, no matter 
where you are,” says 
Narango. “Part of the 
reason that we chose 
the chickadee as a 
model species is be-
cause it is representa-
tive of insectivorous 
birds more generally.”

Pete Marra, one of Narango’s coauthors, 
looks forward to continuing to research 
how to best support native species in 
human population centers. To start, land-
owners can consult National Wildlife Fed-
eration and National Audubon Society 
databases that provide users with details 
on native plants, down to the zip codes 
in which they can thrive and the specific 
bird species that they support.

“We often think about the areas that we 
live in as being lost souls for nature,” says 
Marra. “That’s not the case at all. Some of 
the last frontiers that we can think about 
restoring are these urban, suburban set-
tings. There are subtle things that we can 
do in human-dominated habitats to try to 
make them better for wildlife, and it’s to-
tally worthwhile to do.”
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gmail.com or (608) 243-1208.

Ecologists (cont. from p. 11)

There are subtle things that we can do in human-dominated habitats,” says Marra, “to try to 
make them better for wildlife.” Geometrid caterpillars (above) are sustenance for songbirds. 
(Desirée Narango)


