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WHPS coming events!
All regular meetings are at 6:30 pm. social time, 7
pm. program, at Olbrich Gardens Commons, 3330
Atwood Ave., Madison unless otherwise noted. See
Trips Brochure info at left.

2018 WHPS Bus Trips
July 7, Oshkosh area including:
Paine Art Center and Garden, Stuart’s
Landscaping, private gardens
July 18-19, Manitowoc/Sheboygan
area including: Christopher Farm,
Bookworm Gardens, West of the Lake
Gardens, Solaris Farms, Wreath Factory,
Abler Art Glass, private gardens.
Sept 12-14, Green Bay/Door Co:
Green Bay Botanic Garden, Ridges
Sanctuary, Garden Door, Bonnie Brooke
Gardens, Briggsville Gardens, Sunnypoint Gardens, Handverks Gardens,
Edgewood Orchard Galleries, Wood
Orchard Market, private gardens.
The trips brochure will be sent out
electronically on Sunday evening, April
15. New members should be aware
that our trips may fill quickly and we
recommend you send in registrations
right away upon receiving the brochure
(meaning the same day or next morning). If you will be out of town, you
might consider arranging with a friend
to send your check and form for you.
Roommates for the overnight trips may
want to send your forms in the same
envelope in case the trips overfill.
To help you plan decisions about trip
participation, click here to see the destinations on the events calendar of our
website. Scroll down to the dates of
the three trips we will be offering this
year: July 7, July 18-19, Sept 12-14.

Saturday, April 7 – WHPS Workshop: Pruning
Trees & Shrubs, 10 am.-noon. Join David G. Stevens, UW Arboretum’s Longenecker Horticultur
Horticultural Gardens curator, for a hands-on woody plant
pruning workshop. He will demonstrate correct
tree pruning techniques to help ensure healthy
tree structure and proper wound closure as well
as renewal pruning for plant vigor. Participants
can try different pruning equipment.
h t t p s : / / w w w. e ve n t b r i t e. c o m / e / w h p s workshop-pruning-trees-shrubs-tickets-41561920824
Wednesday, Apr. 18, Abelia to Ziziphora: 30 Years
of Plant Evaluation at Chicago Botanic Garden,
Hawke.
with speaker Richard Hawke
The Chicago Botanic Garden
rechas been evaluating and rec
ommending superior garden
plants to home gardeners and
the green industry since 1988.
overRichard Hawke will give an over
view of the evaluation program
and present a variety of proven plants from 30
years of trials, including new selections and
old favorites. Richard Hawke is responsible
for the comparative evaluation of over 1,000
perennials and woody plants each year. He is
the principal author of Plant Evaluation Notes,
an author and contributing editor for Fine Gardening, and writes for other horticulture pubdening
lications such as Perennial Plants, The American
Gardener, and Nursery Management.

Wednesday, May 2 – WHPS Workshop: Bonsai
101, 6:30-8:30 pm. View photos of Karl Bethke’s
bonsai trees, learn what it takes to grow bonsai, and see a demonstration of how to take
an inexpensive shrub (like a juniper) and turn
it into a starter bonsai. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whps-workshop-bonsai-101-tickets-41561971977
Tuesday, May 15 – WHPS Workshop: Expanding
Your Shade Garden Palette, 6:30-8 pm. Has the
lighting in your garden changed as your trees
have grown? Are you finally coming to terms
with not being able to grow full-sun plants in
areas of your garden? Are you wishing you had
more ideas for part- to full-shade plants? Come
and see a wide variety of perennial and woody
shade plants crammed into Jane LaFlash’s small
urban lot, and learn where they can be purchased. Suggested materials to bring: pen and
notebook and a Flower Factory catalog.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whps-workshop-expanding-your-shade-garden-palettetickets-41561993040
Saturday, May 19 – WHPS Workshop: Unusual
Spring Perennials, 1-2:30 pm. Come visit and
learn about Lois Kinlen’s incredible garden collection of epimediums, trillium, and hopefully
lady slipper, if in bloom. Questions are welcomed.
h t t p s : / / w w w. e ve n t b r i t e. c o m / e / w h p s workshop-unusual-spring-perennials-tickets-41562111394
Saturday, May 19 – Klehm’s Song Sparrow Nursery Buying Opportunity, 8:00 am.-noon. See information and map on page 12.
(continued on page 2

2018 Garden Expo

Smudge Sticks

check out the stats
– see p. 9

What are they?
see p. 10

WHPS – Events (cont. from p.1)
Just Listed! Wednesday, May 23 – WHPS Workshop: Art in the Garden, 6:00-7:30 pm. Many
of you enjoyed the Summer 2014 WHPS tour
of Dan and Judy Peterson’s garden on the
outskirts of Mazomanie. It’s a lovely garden,
with perennials, shrubs and trees, and it’s filled
with art they have found and art from metal
pieces that they have had re-purposed into
garden art. Join us as Dan and Judy take us
through their garden, pointing out the history
of some of the art and how they found the
pieces. They say they don’t have a design philosophy, but have bought what they’ve liked
– usually thinking they know where the item
would go, “but almost always being wrong.”
We think there is a lot to be learned through
their choices and how the art has been placed
in their garden. As a special treat for those who
wish to stay, at the end of the tour they will be
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happy to show those interested some of
the architectural antiques built into their
home (the collection of which has had
a great influence on the art used in their
garden) and their unique collection of antique doorknobs. https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/whps-workshop-art-in-the-garden-tickets-44619953482
Tuesday, June 12 – WHPS Workshop: Children in the Garden, 3:00-4:30 pm. The goal
for Ann Munson’s garden of 38 years is to
create an oasis in suburbia. No lawn remains on the 3/4 acre lot (except for two
tiny triangles). The garden creates a habitat attractive to birds, insects, toads, frogs,
and all animals. Very little organic material leaves the garden. Fun is included in
the plan for 4 grandkids visiting weekly: a
playhouse, teepee, hammock, and climbing trees. The two ponds, stream connecting them and goldfish provide lots of kid
entertainment. Especially popular are the
hundreds of tadpoles that become toads
in early summer. https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/whps-workshop-children-in-thegarden-tickets-41562138475
June 16-25, 2018 – WHPS Tour to England—North Wales, Shropshire, and Herefordshire. SOLD OUT!
Monday, June 18 – WHPS Workshop:
Growing a Garden Under Black Walnut
Trees, 6:30-8:30 pm. Come and see the
hundreds of perennials and woody plants
happily growing under black walnuts in
Jeannette Golden’s garden. Jeannette will
discuss her 25 years of experience gardening under these trees. Come away with a
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list of the many plants that have been successful in this garden, as well as the very
few that have not. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whps-workshop-growinga-garden-under-black-walnut-trees-tickets-42539708413
Sunday, June 24 – WHPS Workshop:
Grasses and Interesting Perennials to Enrich Your Garden Design, 3-4:30 pm. Join
us for this workshop held at The Flower
Factory, led by co-owner Nancy Nedveck.
Nancy will discuss planting and placement of ornamental grasses to complement and brighten your garden from late
spring through winter. She will also show
us some interesting perennials that can
provide accents and emphasis at various
times throughout the season. And you
know there will be time to shop before
and after! https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
whps-workshop-grasses-and-interestingperennials-to-enrich-your-garden-designtickets-41562195646
Thursday, June 28, WHPS Evening Garden
Tours: Stoughton (Janet Aaberg, Lynene &
Dan Harmon, Susan Liimatta) details TBA
Saturday, July 7 – WHPS Bus Trip to Oshkosh. See box on p. 1 for more info.
Saturday, July 7 – WHPS Workshop: Doing
Daylilies from Planting to Bloom, 9:30-11
am. Explore Conrad Wrzesinski’s garden
of over 250 different daylilies. Enjoy daylily
color, fragrance and form. Hear considerations to make in selecting daylilies for
the garden. See how daylilies are planted
and divided with recommendations for
their location and care. Get your questions

answered. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
whps-workshop-doing-daylilies-fromplanting-to-bloom-tickets-41967636330
Wednesday, July 11, WHPS Evening Garden
Tours: Madison west side (Jeff Epping, April
& John Hoffman, Wendy Sundby, Jean &
John Matthews, Eric Sandgren) details TBA
Wednesday, July 18-19 – WHPS Bus Trip to
Manitowoc/Sheboygan Counties. See box
on p. 1 for more info.
Wednesday, August 8 – WHPS Workshop –
UW Alumni Park Garden Tour, 3-4:00 pm.
Join us for a walking tour of the UW Alumni
Park, the new campus landmark on the
lake, with Mary Carbine, Managing Director of Alumni Park and One Alumni Place.
Located between the Memorial Union and
the Red Gym on campus, Alumni Park is a
1.3 acre green space that pays tributes to
alumni around the world living the Wisconsin Idea. The tour will provide an overview
of the park’s design and gardens. Enjoy
breathtaking views, inspiring design and
learning about some of the alumni featured
in the park exhibits. The tour will happen
rain or shine. Please dress for the weather
and wear comfortable walking shoes. To
learn more about the park, visit alumnipark.
com. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/whpsworkshop-uw-alumni-park-garden-tourtickets-44040572538
Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2018 – WHPS Potluck
Dinner and Walk Through Olbrich Botanical
Gardens

Wednesday, September 19 – WHPS Program – Small Conifers in the Garden with
an Emphasis on Troughs, with speaker
Gary Whittenbaugh, an
Iowa native well known
in the Midwest for his
many
presentations
on gardening subjects,
particularly the use of
conifers and companion plants in the garden.
Gary was an electronics
technician in his BC (before conifers) life and
has been gardening for over 40 years, with
emphasis on dwarf, slow-growing and unusual conifers, plus trough and rock gardening. He became an Iowa Master Gardener
in 1998 and received the Lifetime Master
Gardener award in 2005. He is a member of
the American Conifer Society and the North
American Rock Garden Society. Gary served
as President of the American Conifer Society Central Region 2001-2005 and, in 2005,
he was the recipient of the prestigious Marvin and Emelie Snyder Merit Award for Support of the American Conifer Society.
Wednesday, Oct.
17 – Speaker Will
Radler,
creator
of the renowned
Knock OutTM roses
and WHPS member, shares a casual
evening on “what
he does” in the gardening
world.

Wednesday, November 14 – WHPS Program
– Flowering Shrubs for All Seasons. David
Stevens, Curator of the Longenecker Horticultural Gardens at the UW Arboretum, will
offer highlights from
the UW-Madison Arboretum’s Living Collection. Flowering shrubs
can add color and interest throughout the
growing season. Curator David Stevens will
highlight some of his
favorite flowering shrubs from the UW Arboretum’s Longenecker Gardens extensive
collection of woody plants at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum. The Gardens contain Wisconsin’s premiere collection of woody ornamental plants, with over
5,000 specimens representing over 2,500
taxa. Prior to his current role, David spent
14 years working in the field of forest tree
genetics with the University of Wisconsin
Forest and Wildlife Ecology Department.
David has a Bachelor’s degree in Horticulture from Virginia Tech and a Master’s degree in Horticulture from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. When not at the Arboretum, he helps run a certified organic farm
near Baraboo, WI with his wife Jane.
Wednesday, Dec. 5 – Annual Meeting, Member Potpourri and Seed Exchange.
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2018 – Other Gardening Events of Note
Saturday, April 7, Garden Gallery Open
House and Compost Sale (April 7 and 14,
21, 28, and May 5), Rotary Botanical Gardens Horticulture Center, Janesville. Compost Sale 8:00 am.-noon. Gallery Open
House 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m., meet artists,
enjoy discounts, giveaways, and more.
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
events/2018-04/
Saturday, April 14, Very Fairy Princess
Day at the Mitchell Park Domes, 9 am.4 pm., Milwaukee. Dress up in your best
costume and meet your favorite princess,
fairy, or wizard character and build a fairy
garden. Vendors, face painting, games,
and learning the Cinderella waltz all make
this day extra special - https://milwaukeedomes.org/very-fairy-princess-day
April 12-15, Art in Bloom at Milwaukee
Art Museum. Discover stunning art-inspired floral installations set among three
floors of the Museum’s Collection Galleries. To buy tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/art-in-bloom-2018-tickets-43855973397
Friday/Saturday, April 13-14, Allen
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Centennial Garden Symposium – HortiCULTURAL Landscapes. Allen Centennial Garden will offer its third annual
April Symposium – HortiCULTURAL Landscapes. A casual Friday evening event
is included with a symposium ticket
purchase. For details and online registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
horticultural-landscapes-symposiumtickets-37424914928
Tuesday, April 17, Garbage into Gold,
6:30-8:30 pm., Olbrich Gardens, Susan
Obry, certified Master Gardener and master composter, will teach about basic and
advanced composting techniques, uses,
and tools that will help turn your yard
trimmings and household waste into
soil amendment “gold.” She will provide
various tips and techniques that will help
make your composting efforts efficient
and effective. Cost $15/$12 member.
http://www.olbrich.org/
Saturday, April 21, Longenecker Horticultural Gardens Tour: Magnolias, 1:003:00 pm. Tour the gardens’ extensive
magnolia collection, and other spring
flowering plants encountered along the
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way, with Michael Jesiolowski, Chicago
Botanic Garden senior horticulturist. Free.
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/visit/events/
Monday, April 23, Soil for the Home Gardener, 6:30-8:00 pm., Olbrich Gardens.
Successful gardening is dependent, to a
great extent, on the quality and condition
of the soil. Understanding some of the basic properties, physical structure, and soil
living organisms is important. Join Paul
Drobot, owner of Perennial Landscapes
in Muskego, and learn about the intricate
connections, organisms, and cycles that
create healthy soil. Cost $15/$12 member.
http://www.olbrich.org/
Thursday, April 26, Botanic Talk: Soil, So
Much More than Meets the Eye, with Steve
Stumbras, Purple Cow Organics, 10 am.2 pm., tickets required, check online for
details - http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/events/2018-04/
Saturday, April 28, Native Plant Garden Tour: Early Signs of Spring, 1-3 pm.,
As trees begin to leaf out, Dutchman’s
breeches, twin-leaf, run-anemones might
be blooming in the woodland gardens
and pasque flower and prairie smoke in

the prairie gardens. Susan Carpenter, Arboretum native plant gardener, will lead
this tour. Free. Meet at the Visitor Center.
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/visit/events/
Sunday, April 29, Walk: Trees and
Shrubs with Spring Appeal, 1-2:30 pm.,
Longenecker Horticultural Gardens and
Gallistel Woods, UW Arboretum, offer
a palette of spring blooms that attract
insects, which provide food for spring
migrating birds. Learn about the role of
early bloomers as early season food on a
naturalist-led hike. Free. Meet at the Visitor Center. https://arboretum.wisc.edu/
visit/events/
Monday, April 30, Growing Strawberries and Raspberries, 6:30-8 pm., Olbrich
Gardens. A variety of strawberries and
raspberries can thrive throughout Wisconsin. Join Dane County UWEX Horticulture
Educator Lisa Johnson and learn about the
growth and fruiting habits of strawberries
and raspberries and how to raise and harvest them successfully. Cost $15/$12 member. http://www.olbrich.org/
Wednesday, May 2, Gardening for
Hummingbirds, 6:30-8:30 pm., Olbrich
Gardens. Learn how to create a sanctuary

for hummingbirds in your own backyard.
Through the use of perennial and annual
plants, wildflowers, shrubs, trees, and
hummingbird feeders, you can discover
the magic and excitement of hummingbirds! Hummingbird enthusiasts Michael
and Kathi Rock will discuss identification
of the ruby-throated hummingbird, ideal
habitat, migration, nesting, feeding, importance of water features, and how the
elements of the best hummingbird feeders and plants can bring you up close to
these special birds. The Rock’s Madison
hummingbird garden has been featured
on WPT’s The Wisconsin Gardener and in
issues of Birds and Blooms and Midwest
Living magazines. Cost $15/$12 member.
http://www.olbrich.org/
Friday, May 4, Best Friday Ever: MMoCA
Gallery Night, 5-8 pm, free, Allen Centennial Garden, 620 Babcock Dr., Madison.
Enjoy the Garden’s staple event and everything you love about Wisconsin summers! With artisanal food from premier
local food cart vendors, family friendly
horticultural activities, live music and botanical art inspired programs.
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Multiple Dates for Habitat for Humanity ReStore Plant Sales – May and June.
Habitat ReStore is going to try something
different and have a one day sale each
weekend in May and early June: Saturday, May 5, Friday, May 11, Saturday, May
19, Friday May 25, Saturday, June 2, and
Friday, June 8. These sales will be at the
Habitat ReStore East, 4207 Monona Drive,
Monona, WI. Please check the ReStore
website for updates in case of cancellation due to weather, etc. at www.restoredane.org. Hours for the sale are 9 am. to 5
pm. If you wish to donate plants, please
contact Ann Wolfe at 442-8768 or plantlady123@outlook.com for more information. ALL PLANT DONATIONS MUST BE
PREAPPROVED.
Saturday, May 5, Lilacs and Crabapples,
1:00-3:00 p.m., Longenecker Horticultural
Gardens Tour, 1-3 pm., UW Arboretum.
Enjoy spring blooms and scents in the
lilac and crabapple collections with David Stevens, Longenecker Horticultural
Garden curator, who will highlight some
of his favorite selections. Free, no registration required. Meet at the Visitor Center.
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/visit/events/
(Continued on page 6)
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Gardening Events (cont. from p. 5)
Saturday, May 5, UW Family Gardening
Day, 9 am.-1 pm., free, Allen Centennial
Garden. Join the Garden for this event
inviting gardeners of all ages to gather
ideas for their gardens. The Garden will
be bringing back popular activities such
as the Pasta Packs and Mushroom Logs as
well as more new activities. - https://science.wisc.edu/family-gardening-day/
Sunday, May 6, Walk: Spring Wildflowers in the Grady Tract, 9 am.-noon, UW
Arboretum. Enjoy a naturalist-led hike to
look for wildflowers in the Grady Tract oak
savannas and prairies. Free. Meet at the
Grady Tract parking lot. https://arboretum.wisc.edu/visit/events/
Sunday, May 6, Dahlia Tuber Sale, 11:30
am.-2 pm., Olbrich Gardens. Dahlias are
late summer bloomers popular for their
extravagant blooms, diverse forms, and
bright colors. The sale is organized by the
Badger State Dahlia Society. For more information call 608-577-1924.
Wednesday, May 9, Glorious Groundcovers, 6:30-8 pm., Olbrich Gardens.
Groundcovers are a wide-ranging group
of plants from evergreen to deciduous,
herbaceous to woody, flowering to foliar,
and perennial to re-seeding annuals. They
range from tough plants for tough places,
to deep shade lovers or moisture lovers,
while others prefer to be baked in the
hot sun. Dane County UWEX Horticulture

Educator Lisa Johnson will offer groundcover solutions to many landscape and
garden challenges. Cost $15/$12 member. www.olbrich.org
Friday/Saturday, May 11-12, West Side
Garden Club Plant Sale, Friday 8:00 a.m.6:00 p.m., Saturday 8 am.-4 pm., 3918 Nakoma Rd., Madison.
Friday-Sunday, May 11-13, Spring Plant
Sale, Rotary Botanical Gardens Horticulture Center, Janesville, Friday 9 am.-6 pm.,
Saturday 8 am.-5 pm., Sunday 10 am.-4
pm. http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.
org/events/2018-05/
Friday/Saturday/Sunday, May 11-13,
Fitchburg Plant Sale from the garden
collections of Rita Thomas and Cherith
Bruckner, Friday/Saturday 8 am.-4 pm.,
Sunday 10 am.-4 pm., 5586 Cheryl Drive,
Fitchburg. NOTE: We have taken every
precaution to insure we do not pass on
the jumping worm, although no guarantee is possible.
May 12, Community Ground Works
Spring Plant Sale, 10 am.-2 pm., Troy
Farm, 502 Troy Drive, Madison - http://
www.communitygroundworks.org/whatwe-do/troy-community-farm/beddingplants
May 12, Grant County Plant Sale, 8-11
am., Grant County Fairgrounds, 916 E.
Elm St., Lancaster, WI
Saturday, May 12, Friends of the Arboretum Native Plant Sale, 9 am.-2 pm.

Nursery-grown Wisconsin-native trees,
shrubs, vines, prairie and woodland wildflowers, ferns, and grasses. If you volunteer for the plant sale you may shop early.
For more information, contact Karen Deaton (director@foamadison.org or call 608571-5362).
Saturday, May 12, Longenecker Horticultural Gardens Tour: Medicinal Plants,
1-3 pm., UW Arboretum. Explore the historical and contemporary medicinal uses
of woody plants with Jane Hawley Stevens of Four Elements Herbals. Free. Meet
at Visitor Center. https://arboretum.wisc.
edu/visit/events/
Friday/Saturday, May 11 and 12, Obrich’s Plant Sale with the Pros, Friday 11
am.-5 pm., Saturday 9 am.-3 pm. Get
great plants and expert advice from area
professionals. Visit the Pro Potting Bench
for container design and planting services. Plant Sale features everything from
annuals and perennials to ornamental
grasses and shrubs. Olbrich’s staff carefully chooses unique plants that grown best
in this climate. Local gardening experts,
master gardeners, and Olbrich’s horticulturists will be available to answer questions. Bring photos of your landscape for
design advice from landscape architects!
Olbrich members save 20% off purchases
in the Growing Gifts shop on Friday, May
12. http://www.olbrich.org/
Saturday, May 12, Crosstown Violet
Club Sale, 9 am.-4 pm., Olbrich Gardens.
This annual sale includes African violets, starter plants,
blooming plants, leaves,
gesneriads of all kinds, and
potting soil and pots. Organized by the Crosstown African Violet clubs. For more
information call 608-8509740.
Thursday, May 17, Perennials for Sun, 6:30-8 pm.,
Olbrich Gardens. Discover
spectacular perennials for
sun that brighten your landscape from spring through
fall. Dane County UWEX
Horticulture Educator Lisa
Johnson will discuss the
characteristics of perennials, winter hardiness, proper planting and watering,
propagation, and how to
choose the right perennial
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for sunny locations. She will share some
organic pest and disease management
techniques and help you find the resources needed for successful perennial growing in Wisconsin. Cost $15/$12 member.
Saturday, May 19, Waupaca County
Master Gardner Spring Plant Sale, 8 am.2 pm., Waupaca County Fairgrounds
Education Building, 602 South St., Weyauwega, WI - https://wimastergardener.org/
events/waupaca-county-master-gardener-spring-plant-sale/
Saturday/Sunday, May 19-20, Badger
Bonsai Annual Show, Saturday 9 am.-4:30
pm., Sunday 10 am.-4:30 pm. Marvel at
these growing miniature landscapes. Organized by the Badger Bonsai Society. For
more information call 608-249-6195.
Sunday, May 20, Hosta Sale, Noon-3
pm. (view plant selection at 11:00 a m.
and auction begins at noon). Pick up
some interesting hostas to add to your
collection at the Wisconsin Hosta Society’s Plant Sale. These shade-loving perennials, prized for their interesting foliage, come in a variety of sizes, shapes,
and colors. For more information e-mail
wihostasociety@gmail.com.
Sunday, May 20, Dane County Master
Gardeners Plant Sale, 11 am.-3 pm. (rain
date May 27), 5201 Fen Oak Drive, Madison – 608-224-3700.
Sunday, May 20, Walk: World Biodiversity Day, 1:00-2:30 pm. Created in 1993
and observed on May 22, International
Day for Biological Diversity promotes biodiversity issues. As species loss increases,
the day reminds us to value and protect
the richness of biological life. We’ll enjoy the diversity of ephemeral woodland
flowers in Gallistel and Wingra Woods,
UW Arboretum. https://arboretum.wisc.
edu/visit/events/
Wednesday, May 23, Friends of the Arboretum Luncheon Lecture - Arboretum
Horticultural Gardens Curator David Stevens will speak on lilacs, 11:30 am.-1:30
pm. at the UW-Arboretum Visitor Center.
Space is limited and reservations are required (no reservations taken after 5-918) $35 per person includes buffet lunch.
To reserve a spot, contact Karen Deaton
(director@foamadison.org or call 608571-5362).
Wednesday, May 23, Botanic Talk:
Wisconsin Wilts: Lethal Diseases of Elms
& Oaks, with Dr. Glen Stanosz, UWMadison, 6:30-8 pm., Rotary Botanical

Gardens, Janesville. Registration not required. $7 non-members, $5 members.
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
events/2018-04/
Saturday, May 26, Ozaukee Master Gardener Heirloom Plant & Herb Sale, 9 am.noon, Concordia University Field House,
12800 Lake Shore Dr., Mequon. For more
information:
www.ozaukeemastergardeners.org
Sunday, June 3, Iris Show, Noon-5 pm.,
Olbrich Gardens. The Madison Area Iris
Society organizes this show of iris rhizomes, the roots that grow into iris plants.
For more information call 608-271-3607.
Sunday, June 10, Herb Day, 10 am.-4
pm., Olbrich Gardens. Bring your kids,
friends and family and come celebrate
medicinal herbs and plants with us! Free
classes indoors and herb walks in the garden are featured all day. Shop the Herbal Marketplace between your chosen
events for herbal teas, tinctures, salves,
soaps, plants and books. Free admission
for everyone! Rain or Shine! Organized by
Madison Herbal Institue and the Madison Chapter of the American Herbalist
Guild. For more information contact Kate
McFeeley at kkmcfeeley@gmail.com
Saturday, June 16, Olbrich Gardens’
Rhapsody in Bloom (ticketed event), 6-11
pm. Come dine and drift through gorgeous summer gardens at Olbrich Botanical Gardens’ Rhapsody in Bloom Benefit
Gala. Mingle with friends throughout the
lush summer gardens, then enjoy dinner
under elegant white tents at Madison’s
largest garden party. For ticket information and reservations call 608-246-5616.
http://www.olbrich.org/
Sunday, June 17, Rose Show, noon-5
pm., Olbrich Gardens. The Madison Rose
Society organizes this indoor exhibit of
cut roses and arrangements in all sizes
and colors. Members of the Rose Society
will be available to answer questions.
When you’re through, be sure to stroll
through Olbrich’s two acre Rose Garden.
For more information call 608-634-2146.
Free and open to the public.
June 23, South Milwaukee Historical Society Garden Tour & Art Fair, 9 am.-4 pm.,
South Milwaukee Historical Society, 717
Milwaukee Avenue, Milwaukee. Advance
tickets $8; day of event $10 – https://
wimastergardener.org/events/2018south-milwaukee-historical-society-garden-tour-art-fair/
April 2018

Tuesday, June 26, Botanic Talk: Square
Foot Gardening & Raised Beds, with Lisa
Johnson, UW Extension. 6:30-8 pm., Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville. Registration not required. $7 non-members, $5
members. http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/events/2018-06/
Sunday, July 1, Registration for Friends
of the Arboretum 2018-2019 Luncheon
Lectures Series opens to the general
public. Contact Karen Deaton (director@
foamadison.org or call 608-571-5362) for
more information.
Friday-Sunday, July 13-15, Iris Sale, 8
am.-5 pm., Olbrich Gardens. The Madison
Area Iris Society organizes this sale of iris
rhizomes. For more information call 608271-3607.
Friday/Saturday, July 13-14, 2018 Olbrich Home Garden Tour, 9 am.-3 pm.
Tour exceptional home gardens, talk with
homeowners, see how other home gardeners use innovative landscape designs
and get great ideas for your own garden.
Tickets are $12 for Olbrich members and
$14 for the general public. http://www.
olbrich.org/
Thursday, July 19, Botanic Talk: The
Monarch Kingdom, with Shelly Culea,
6:40-8 pm., Rotary Botanical Gardens,
Janesville. Registration not required.
$7 non-members, $5 members. http://
w w w. ro t a r y b o t a n i c a l g a rd e n s. o rg /
events/2018-04/
July 19-August 12, Olbrich’s Bloomin’
Butterflies, 10 am.-4 pm. daily, Olbrich
Gardens. Experience the wonder of strolling through a tropical forest on a search
for fleeting butterflies. Live butterflies
emerge from chrysalises daily in the Bolz
Conservatory. Olbrich’s Blooming Butterflies is a great adventure for people of all
ages. Children can visit stations in the outdoor gardens with their Butterfly Passport
while learning fun facts. Stroll through
the outdoor gardens and visit the Growing Gifts shop. Parking is free. Groups of
15 or more must register in advance by
calling 608-246-4550.
Friday/Saturday, July 20-21, American
Conifer Society Central Region Conference. Madison is hosting the Central Region Meeting of the American Conifer
Society July 20-21, 2018. Click here to
see details and a registration form. http://
conifersociety.org/events/event/2018central-region-conference/
(Continued on page 10)
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New Members to WHPS

Hosting an Open Garden

The following members have recently joined WHPS – welcome!

In the past, WHPS members have hosted open gardens with attendance ranging from 30-100 people, and all found it to be a very posiRuth and Dave Arnold, Gene and Karen Bass, Eugenia Beecher, tive experience. Hosting an open garden gives you the opportunity
Mechelle Beghin, Stephen and Shelley Brace, Bridle Barn and Gar- to invite people to visit your garden at very short notice, when you
dens, Najwa Chadli, Mary Lou Clayton, Nancy and Gene Cook, Lisa think it’s looking especially good.
and Michael Derr, Katie and Matthew Ginder-Vogel, Ann Grauvogl, All you have to do is contact us a few days to a week ahead at wisVictoria Hames, Gary Herzberg, Jaclyn Hirsch, Susan and Les Hoff- consinhps@gmail.com with a date and time, short garden descripman, Ida Hummel, Tom Janasik, Janet Juckem, Mary Knapp, Becky tion and directions, and we will send out an e-mail invitation to our
Kordahl, Jenny Kuckuk, Bridget Malesytcki, Mary Massey, Sandra members. Feel free to email with questions/concerns too. We know
Mathison, Janell Morehead, Melinda Nelson, Mary Ray, Greg & An- we have many members with lovely gardens and we’d like to see
gela Rice, Judy Schaefer, Dan Schuknecht, Philip and Patricia Timm, them! — Jane LaFlash
Jan Torkildson, Carol Troyer-Shank, Rebekah Van Dusen, Rhonda
Veroeven, Terri White, Charles Wiesen, Karin Wrzesinski, Sally Yaeger, Yakshi Landscapes and Garden Design, and Kaeri and Esteban
Zandate.

Members in print
Garden Design magazine featured Richard Hawke, Plant Evaluation Manager at Chicago Botanic Garden (and WHPS member and April 18 speaker) in the Winter 2018 issue with, In
Search of Perfect Plants.
Midwest Living featured The Flower Factory (business member)
profiled in the article 12 Standout Midwest Garden Centers
in the March/April issue. http://www.midwestliving.com/
travel/around-the-region/12-standout-midwest-gardencenters/
Fine Gardening – the March/April 2018 issue featured the garden of Jane LaFlash in the article Two Approaches to Foundation Plantings on p. 60 and the May/June 2018 issue featured
the garden of Jeannette Golden in the article Creating a Garden That Can Handle Anything on p. 32.
Your Family magazine featured all of us! An article about the
WHPS and an interview with our President Jane Gahlman
was featured in the Spring 2018 issue of this central Wisconsin publication (p. 8), which is available for free at selected
locations in the area. http://issuu.com/richlandcentershoppingnews/docs/2019_spring_your_e=17220112/59019106

Brent & Becky’s Report
We have received our first report from our
participation in the Bloomin’ Bucks program
through Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, along with
a check for $312.38. At least 21 individuals
asked that a portion of every dollar spent be
donated to WHPS. Keep in mind that you can
donate by making your purchase at Brent
and Becky’s through http://www.bloominbucks.com and selecting Wisconsin Hardy
Plant Society, Inc. from the drop-down
menu, WHPS will receive cash from every
order made. This money received allows us
to make donations in lieu of our Plant Sale
funds. Thanks for your participation!
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Visit www.cobrahead.com to
learn about our products and
our company.

2018 Expo Thank You and Update
I want to extend grateful thanks for all the WHPS volunteers who helped with the 2018 Garden Expo.
Working at the booth were Lois Anderson, Stephanie
Bloomquist, Caroline Bohler, Barbara Borders, Sarah Chen,
Sue Christoffersen, Carolyn Coffey, Eldonna Crary, Nell
Cummings, Rick Deihl, Elizabeth Diez, Jane Gahlman, Deb
Hayes, Ellen Henningsen, Jane LaFlash, Mary Machaj, John
Mathews , Barbara Obst, Stephanie O’Neal, Eleanor Rodini,
Diane Scharkey, Nellie Vallarta-Ast, and Shari Voss.
I would also like to thank Deb Endres, Bonnie Kennedy,
Margaret O’Connor (who offered to be backups), Terri Maliszewski-Kane (for providing cookies), Lynn & Greg Belanger
(for updating the booth and set-up), The Flower Factory (for
providing plant container display), and Frank Greer (our awesome
WHPS speaker on Sunday).

Above: WHPS volunteer Nell Cummings with booth visitor.
Below: WHPS volunteer Eleanor Rodini with booth visitor.

We signed up 21 new members and had 18 members renew their
membership.
Kristin Korevec, the WPT Special Events Manager, sent her thanks
to us for participating and reported the total attendance for the
three-day event at 15,944 (down 10% from the 5-year average).
• 2018: Friday (3,612), Saturday (8,029), Sunday (4,303), Total
(15,944)
• 2017: Friday (4,298), Saturday (9,402), Sunday (5,164), Total
(18,864)
Thank you and see you February 8-10, 2019!
– Shirley Scriver (Garden Expo WHPS Volunteer Coordinator)

April 2018
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Gardening Events (cont. from p. 7)
Saturday, July 21, Home Garden Tour,
9 am.-3 pm. Tour seven local gardens
and Rotary Botanical Gardens. Tickets
required. http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/events/2018-07/
Wednesday, August 8, Summer Symposium: Horticultural Therapy, 8 a.m.-4 pm.,
Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville.
Limited Tickets, $65-$85. Online registration required; registration closes 8/3/18.
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
events/
Saturday/Sunday, August 18-19, Daylily Sale, Olbrich Gardens, Saturday 10
am.-4 pm., Sunday 11 am.-3 pm. The Wisconsin Daylily Society organizes this sale
of colorful, easy to grow plants. For more
information call 608-221-1933.
Wednesday, August 22, Botanic Talk:
Gardening for Pollinators, with Larry &
Emily Scheunemann, 6:30-8 pm., Janesville Rotary Gardens. Registraton not required. $7 non-members, $5 members.
http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
events/2018-08/
Saturday, August 25, Opening – Gleam:
Art in a New Light, Olbrich Gardens. 7:3010:30 pm. (rain or shine), Be the first to see
Olbrich’s cutting edge exhibition, GLEAM,
Art in a New Light, featuring sitespecific art and light installations

in the outdoor gardens. Hear live music,
enjoy a cash bar, and take part in a meetn-greet with the artists, lighting designers
and artistic director! Open August 29-31;
September 1, 5-8, 12-15, 19-22, 26-29; October 3-6, 10-13, 17-20, 24-27 – GLEAM,
Art in a New Light, a cutting edge exhibition featuring site-specific art and light installations in the outdoor gardens. Local
artists and professional lighting designers
will collaborate to create sculptural art,
featuring light as a major component in
each installation. http://www.olbrich.org/
Friday-Sunday, September 7-9, Fall
Plant Sale, Janesville Rotary Gardens, Friday 9 a.m.-6 pm., Saturday 8 am.-5 pm.,
Sunday 10 am.-4 pm., http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/events/2018-09/
Sunday, September 16, UW Arboretum Native Gardening Conference,
8:45 am.- 4:30 pm. Information about
the 2018 conference will be posted in
May.
https://arboretum.wisc.edu/visit/
events/native-gardening-conference/
Thursday, September 27, Botanic Talk:
The Basics of Canning, with Joey & Holly
Baird of The Wisconsin Vegetable Gardener radio show, 6:30-8 pm., Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville. Registration not
required. $7 non-members, $5 members.

What is a Smudge Stick?
A smudge stick is a bundle of
significant herbs collected to burn
and create a scented smoke that
can be used in ceremonies for spiritual cleansing and blessings called “smudging.” They can also be created by individuals collecting favorite herbs to use
like incense to create a mood or clear away stagnant air.
At the January pruner workshop, host and herb enthusiast Betsy True created a welcoming atmosphere by burning smudge sticks that she created from
herbs in her garden.
Smudge sticks are 7-10-inch collections of dried herbs tied in a bundle with
hemp or cotton cord and then dried for at least ten days. They can then be lit
with matches or a candle and burned on a fire, in a fire-safe bowl or waved to
create a special scent in your space. Among the many herbs that can be used
are sage, rosemary, juniper, pine needles, mullein, yarrow, peppermint, lemon
balm, etc.
For a more detailed review of smudge sticks and the plants that can be used
in making them, go to https://druidgarden.wordpress.com/2014/12/14/making-smudge-sticks-from-homegrown-plants-and-wildharvested-materialsstep-by-step-instructions-with-cedar-rosemary-sage-mugwort-and-more/
There are also many Pinterest pages devoted to smudge sticks.
---Stephanie O’Neal
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http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/
events/2018-09/
Friday, September 28, Crackle – Fire &
Froth, 7-10 pm., Olbrich Gardens. Be inspired by the beauty of a crisp fall evening in Olbrich’s outdoor gardens. Watch
the flames from bonfires dance on the
Great Lawn, groove to live music, savor a
variety of tasty foods from Food Fight restaurants, and sip frothy Wisconsin brews.
Tickets are $20 for Olbrich members and
$25 for the general public. A limited number of advance tickets are available. Food
and beverages are an additional cost
above ticket price. In case of inclement
weather, CRACKLE will be held indoors.
http://www.olbrich.org/
Tuesday, October 23, Botanic Talk: The
Other Witches’ Brooms – Gems of the Conifer World!, with Josef Braeu, 6:30-8:00
p.m., Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville. Registration not required. $7 nonmembers, $5 members. http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/events/2018-10/
December 1-31, Olbrich’s Holiday Express: Flower and Model Train Show, 10
am.-4 pm. daily (closes 2:00 p.m.). Twinkling lights, festive poinsettias, tiny landscapes, and large-scale model trains:
all aboard for Olbrich’s Holiday Express!
Admission for Olbrich Botanical Society
members is free. http://www.olbrich.org/

Happy Birthday, Mr. President
Contributed by Betty Adelman of Heritage Flower Farm
No, it’s not about Marilyn Monroe and John Kennedy – This is
about Plants and George Washington.
If you’ve ever been to Mount Vernon you know that George
Washington (1732-1799) was a great gardener. Like most Virginia planters he started out as a tobacco farmer, but quit and
turned to farming mixed crops.
He rented Mount Vernon, with its modest house on a plateau
overlooking the Potomac, from his brother, and then inherited
it in 1761. Over time he came to own five farms of 7200 acres.
Mount Vernon, some 500 acres, was his “Home Farm.” What’s
most astounding is that he nearly tripled the size of the house
and turned the plantation into a graceful and stunning landscaped park while fighting in the French and Indian War (17531758), serving in the Virginia House of Burgesses in Williamsburg
(1758, 1765-1775), then commanding all Continental Forces in
the Revolution (1775-1783), presiding over the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia (1787), and serving as the first President of the United States with its capital in New York and then
Philadelphia (1789-1797). He died only two years later. But he
used that time away, even though responsible for the lives of
thousands of men and the life of this untried nation, to think
about his Home Farm.
His landscaping inspirations, ideas and influences came
from other estates and the only landscape design book that he
owned was New Principles of Gardening, by A. Bettesworth and
J. Batley.; Langley, Batty, London (1728) https://archive.org/details/mobot31753000819141
Langley recommended that parterres “…should be uniform;
because the Eye being struck with all their Parts at the same Time,
each opposite side should be equal…” Further “…when we come to
copy, or imitate Nature, we should trace her Steps…therefore when
we plant Groves of Forest or other Trees…no three Trees together
range in a straight Line…” meaning they should be irregularly
placed. He advised that “Parterres are most beautiful when entirely plain…with Grass,” suggesting an “octangular” open lawn
planted on the sides with groves of trees and flowering shrubs
interlined with serpentine walks. In addition to reading Langley’s book, Washington visited and stayed at grand houses from
time to time. While President, in Philadelphia he befriended William Hamilton (no relation to Alexander) and visited his 600-acre
“Woodlands,” designed along the English landscape gardening
design of irregularly placed groves of trees and shrubs with
winding paths overlooking the Schuylkill River.
Washington designed Mount Vernon’s entrance along these
lines – a nearly mile-long bowling green of unobstructed view to
the house, framed with a symmetrical serpentine drive on either
side, arriving at a circular lawn just in front of the house. Groves
of trees and shrubs shaded the serpentine drive. On the outside
of the tree-lined drive Washington designed and built symmetrical gardens, rectangular but rounded on one end, shaped like a
medieval shield. Each of these gardens was about two acres in
size and surrounded by a brick wall. One called the Upper Garden he originally planted with a mixture of herbs, vegetables,
fruits and flowers, but gardens evolve and it became primarily
a flower garden. Washington replaced the brick wall along one

side with a conservatory. The
other side – The
Lower Garden –
was rectangles
of fruit, vegetables, and herbs,
enough to supply the household, numerous
guests and the
90 house slaves. Additionally, Washington grew starter plants
and experimental plantings in a small “Botanical Garden.” A fouracre garden called a vineyard did not succeed as a vineyard so it
became a vegetable garden.
How did Washington accomplish all this with his many, long
absences? He had 90 house slaves and more than 200 who
worked the farms and could be called upon if needed. He frequently wrote to Lund Washington, the plantation manager,
with instructions. He hired head gardeners from Europe who
were indentured servants. When he was home, Washington did
much of the work himself. He sowed seeds and marked them for
identification. He grafted trees. He rooted cuttings. He planted
and transplanted. He dug trees from the woods. He ordered
trees by the wagon load. People sent him plants. One thing is
clear from reading his letters and reading about him – he was
never ever idle.
What did he grow? Trees and shrubs live a long time. As a result many have been identified. Flowers, vegetables, and herbs
do not live as long, so the species or varieties cannot be identified. A few of his trees and shrubs are listed below. The flowers
listed below are based on Washington’s letters, notes, or diary.
Trees and shrubs
Aronia arbutifolia Red chokeberry
Calycanthus floridus Carolina allspice
Cercis canadensis Redbud
Cornus florida Flowering dogwood
Hibiscus syriacus Rose of Sharon
Hydrangea arborescens Wild hydrangea
Hydrangea quercifolia Oak leaf hydrangea
Ilex verticillata Winterberry
Kalmia latifolia Mountain laurel
Kerria japonica ‘Pleniflora’ Japanese kerria
Liriodendron tulipfera Tulip tree
Myrica pennsylvania Northern bayberry
Syringa vulgaris Lilac
Flowers
Delphinium ajacis Larkspur
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower
Phlox divaricata Sweet William
Phlox paniculata Garden phlox
Yucca filamentosa Yucca
Additional resources: Washington’s Gardens at Mount Vernon,
Mac Griswold Boston, New York, 1999; www.mountvernon.org/
the-estate-gardens/
April 2018
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Have questions about your membership?
Contact Jane LaFlash at wisconsinhps@
gmail.com or (608) 243-1208.

WHPS Awards First Grant
Using funds contributed by members (separate from their dues),
WHPS has made the first award from its new grant program that
offers up to $500 to a community group, school, or other organization for a project that promotes the use of herbaceous perennial
plants in the landscape.
The first grant awarded through this program is to Dane County
UW-Extension in the amount of $480 for the purchase of perennial
plants to be added to the Color Wheel Garden at the entrance of
their building. The plants will further the education and inspiration
of both volunteers and visitors to the potential of plant combinations and will help the Color Wheel Garden to reach its goal of onethird perennial content and two-thirds annuals.
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Klehm’s Song Sparrow (approx. 1 hr from Madison)
1: Go South on I-39 S /I-90 toward Janesville/Chicago
2: EXIT 171B and merge east onto E US-14 – go 2.4 miles
3: Turn LEFT onto County Road-A – go 7.5 miles
4: Turn RIGHT onto N. SCHARINE RD. – go 0.1 miles
5: Turn LEFT onto E. RYE Rd. – go 0.8 miles
6: End at 13101 E. Rye Rd, Avalon, WI 53505
E US

-14

County Road-A

N. SCHARINE RD.
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US-14
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Everyone must get there on their own. You can pre-order
to guarantee items are reserved for you. Order online (or call)
and specify in the comments that you will be attending the
WHPS pick-up date on May 19. The shipping cost will be removed after the order is submitted. Plants will be pulled and
ready for pick up on May 19. But of course you can just shop
there without pre-ordering. Enjoy this great opportunity
from Song Sparrow! See map below.

I-39 S I-90

If you would like to donate to our grants program, please go to:
http://www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/store/p28/WHPS_Donation.html

There will be an Exclusive WHPS Spring Buying Spree at
Klehm’s Song Sparrow Nursery on Saturday, May 19, 2018,
from 8:00 - noon ONLY: www.songsparrow.com.

I-39 S I-90

Future grants will be awarded based on applications received
by March 1 of that year. We ask that any grant applications be recommended by a WHPS member. If you know of a garden project
that will promote the use or education of perennials in the garden,
please fill out an application. To apply for a grant, please read the
information and complete the application at our Website - http://
www.wisconsinhardyplantsociety.org/grants.html

Song Sparrow Buying Spree

Song
E. RYE Rd.
Sparrow

